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FN: Worſhipfull , it 1 4 
&$ NY I-Ling moſt _—_ the 
YON 3 preſent Religion of the 
Fi Church of Rome is an En- 
£ JA emie to the grace of Ged , 
It wo wats. Firſt, becauſe it 
exalts the hbertie of mans will,and extenu- 
ates the grace of God: and this it doth tm 


fine refhet?s. For firſt of all it teacheth,that 


naturall freewill of man hath in it not one- 
ly a Paſſme or potentiall,but alſo an Attine 
power , or imperfett ſtrength in duties of 
goalines : and ſo much the leſſe power is aſ= 
cribed to the grace of God, Thu dottrine 
of theirs is flat agamnit reaſon, For,the will 


of man in it ſelfe is a naturall thing : and 


therefore it is neither fit nor able 10 effefi 
q 2 any 
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The epiſtle Dedicatorie. 
any /apernatarall attion (as all attions of 
godlines are ) uules it be firſt of dII(as they 
ſay )elenated aboue his condition by the ime 
preſſion of a ſypernatarall habit. And the 
Scripture is utterly againſt this doftrine, 
when it ſauh , Ye were once darkneſle, 
Eph.5.#. We are not ſufficient of our 
felues to thinke any thing of our felues, 
2.Cor. 3.5. The naturall man that 55,he 
that wants the ſpirit of God} cannot pers 
ccjue the things of God, z. Cor. 2. 14+ 
Ye were deadin ſinnes and trefpaſſes , 
Eph. 2. 1. Without Chriſt and without 
God inthe world, v.12, e fpaine,Scrip- 
ture ſaith further, that the heart of man is 
flow, Luc. 24. 25. and vaine, P/al. 5. 10. 
aad hard that cannot repent, Rom. 2.5. 
and (tone, Ezzech, 36. 26. and that the 
Iewes were obſtinate, their necke as an 
ron finew, and their brow braſfe, 1/as. 
48. 4.and that it is God who giues eyes 
to {ee,andan heart to vnderſtand,Dexr. 
29. jy. By theſe teſtimomes it is manifeſt 
that grace doth not onely helpe and aſſiſt 
eur weake nature , but altogither.change 
the pernerſe qualitie thereof , aud bring it. 
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Theepiſtle Dedicatorie. 
from darknes to light, Aft.28.18.andfrom 

death to life, Eph. 2.1. Which grace whoſe- 

ener doth not ſo farre forth acknowledge, 

nexer yet knew what the Goffel a—— 

neither did he ener conſider the words of 

our Samonr Chriſt, No man comes vnte 

me, vnlefle the father draw him, 7oh. 6. 

44. Proſper the [choller of S. Auguſtine 

hath a notable ſaying,which I marnel! that 

the Papiſts of our time doe not conſider. . 

We haue (/atth he) free will by nature, Froſp.comra 
but for qualitie and condition it muſt got © n 


be changed by our Lord Tefus Chriſt, 


Secondly , ſome of the Romniſh religion Molina de graz, - 


auonch , that the efficacie of Gods prenen- _ ee 
ting grace depends vpen the cooperation of Graiz auilia, 
mans will, © they affirme that the { onncel oe Foans 
of T rent ts of this mind: but the to the que- pendenter bay 
ftiou of Panl, 1.Cor.4. 7, Who hath ſepa- *) rates 
rated thee? the anſwer may be made, I 
ſelfe hane done it by mine owne will . And 
that ſhall be falſe which Paul teacheth, . 
that beſide poſle-velle, the power of wel- 
wilhng,iplum velle,that is,the aft of wel- 
willing i of God. Phil. 2.1 3.Others there- 
fore place the efficacie of grace in the con- 
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gruitie of fitte obiefts and per/ſmgſions: at 
rhongh ut were ſufficient to flirre vp the 
heart and to incline the will in ſpirituall 
matters : and our weakeneſſe might be cu- 
red with ſo eaſie a remedie:but God's fur 
ther [ard ro ſoftenthe heart. Ezec. 36.26, 
to turne the heart , Zuc, 7. 17.to open 
the heart, M7. 76. 14. eAnd becauſe our 
hearts are oner hard, he wounds them, 
Cant.4. 9. he circumciſeth them, Dear. 
50,6. nay he bruifeth them, Eech. 6.9. 
And when nothing will doe good, at length 
Goats ſaid totake away the ſtonie heart, 
Ezech.11. 19.to quicken them that arc 
 contrite, //a. 57. 2 5. Eph. 2. F. to giuea 
© newheart, £þh.4. 2 2. Exech. 36. 26. nay 
to. create a new heart, Eph. 2. 10. and 
4-28. 
Thiraly , they gine vato God in all con« 
fingent attions,a Depending will, whereby 
God wills and determimes nothing but ac- 
. cording 4s ht foreſees that the will of may 
will determine it ſelfe. And thus to main-' 
taine the ſuppoſed Liberrie of the will, that 
7s the indifferencie i indeterminatio there 
of, they deprine God of his honour and ſo- 
acr. aun i. 
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| Theepiſtle Dedicatorie, 
veraignttie. For by this meanes not Gad but 
will ut ſcife, is the firſt Moouer and begin- 


wer of her own atlions. And there are euen Stumwel.fag, 
of the Papiſts themſelnes that condemne *7: 


this doftryue as a concett. 
Foxrthly they teach that the grace 
which makes vs acceptable and gratefull 


#0 God, ſlands in the imvard gife of the 


mind,ſpecially in the pift of charitie. But 
this ts moſt falſe which they teach: for cha- 
ritie ts the fulfilling of the lawe:and Pant 
fſauh,we are not under the lawe but under 
grace.Rem.6. 14. Axd againe, as many as 
are inſiified by the law , are fallen from 
grace.Gal. 5.4. Now the grace that doeth 
andeed make w5 grateful to God,ss the free 
fanonr and mercie of God pardoning our 
ſmnes in Chriſt, and accepting vs toeternal 
bfe,and not any qualitie mwvs, as Paxl ſig- 
wifies when he ſaith , we are ſaued not ac- 
cording toonrr workes, bur according to his 
purpoſe and grace, which is ginen tos in 
(rift before all times. 2:T wn. 1.9. 

- Laſtly they teach that the renewed will 
of man, b 7 the general direction ana CO8DCe 
ration of God, can performe the duties of 
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The Epiſtle Dedicatorie. - 
eodlineſſe, without any ſpetiall helpe from 
God by new orace. But the /tripthre ſpeates 
otherwiſe. By the grace of God 1 am 
thatT am.I hauc ov nerdy not I but 
the grace of God whichis with me. 7. 
(or. 10.No man can ſay that Tefus is the 
'Lord,but by the holy Ghoſt. 7.{or. 12. 
3. Without me yecan doe _— Joh. 
15.5. Atter ye belecued, ye were ſealed 
with the ſpirit. Eph.z.17.Hewhich hath «. 
'begun this good worke in you will fi- 
nithitvnrill thedaie of Chriſt. Phil. 7.6, 
That ye may abound with hope by the 
vertue of the ſpirit. Rem.1. It isGod 
that workes in you the will and the 
deede. Phil.2.1 3. Though the righteous 
fall he ſhall not be caſt off: for the Lord 
puts vnder his hand. P/a.37.24.Incline 
my heartto thy teſtimonies:turne away =» 
mine cies from beholding of vanitie: & 
uicken me in thy way. Pfal. 1 19. 37. 
Teach meto doe thy will:becaufe thou 
art my God:let thy good ſpirit lead me. 
inthe land of rightcouſneſſe. P/al. 143. 
70,Create-in'me a newe heart, renewe 
a right ſpirit ia me——:and (tabliſh - 
| Y 


The epiſtle Dedicatorie. 
by thy free ſpirit. P/al. 51. 12. Draw me 
and 1 willrunne atter thee. By theſe and 
many other placet it is enident , that God 
after he hath indued vs with bis ſpirit doth 
not leane 15 to be guided by our ſelues( for 


then we ſhould fall againe to- our former 


miſerie )but he aretts vide lifts vs wp,he 
leads ws, he confirmes and ſuftaines vs by 
the ſame grace,& by the ſame /pirit dwels 
ting mm ws , that walking in the way of his 
commandements,we may at length attaine 
80 enerlaſting happineſſe. 

The ſecond way whereby the Papiſt 
ſoews himſelfe to be an enemie of the grace 
of God,zs that be 1oynes the mer of works 
44a Con-cauſe with the grace of God in 
that which they call the {econd mſtificati« 
en,and in the procurement of eternall life: 
whereas on the contrarie Paxlimn the Artie 


cle of inflification oppoſeth grace to works, 


yea to ſuch workes as are —_ & fras 


of the ſpirit. For Abraham aid good works 
not by naturall free will but by faith. Heb, 
4 1.8. rind Paul oppoſeth mſtifying grace to 
the workes of Abraham,where he ſaith, to 
kim that worketh the wages ivnot im- 
TY * puted 
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The epiftle Dedicatorie. 
med according to grace. Avg 7. 2.5 

ot of the workes of righteouſueſis 
which we haue done , but of his mercy 
he ſaved vs.R wm. :2.6.]f by grace,then 
not of workes : or cls were grace no 
more grace. Auguſtine ſaid well, thas 
grace # 10 waiegrace, vuleſſe is be freely 
$1nuen enery way. 

Th then all things confidered, is 4s the 
beſtts aſcrebe all we hane or can doe that 
*s g00d, wholly to the grace of God, Excel- 
lent is the ſpeech of Auguſtine: Only hold 
this as a ſure point of eodlinef(e, that 
no good thing can come cither tothe 
ſenſe or mind, or be any way coneciued 
which is not of God. And Bernara:The 
Church ſhewes her ſelfe to befull of 
erace,when [hee giues alt (hee hath to 
grace, namely by afcribing; to it both 
the firſt andthe laft place. Otherwiſe, 
how is ſheeſull of grace,if ſhee haue a- 
riy thing which is not of grace. Agee, 
I tremble to thinke any thing mine 
owne,that 1 may be mine owne. This 
doArine is the ſafeft and the fiveſtin re- 
ſpell of poace of con{ttonce, andidiho ſatlat i. 
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The epiſtle Dedicatorie. 
on of onr ſojales. So much the Papifts thems- 
ſeines (betraying ther owne canſe)ſay and 
confeſſe. Bellarmine the Ieſate ſarth, By 


reaſon of the vncertentic of our owne ke 


zuſtice,& for feare of falling into vaine 


glorie,it*15the ſafeſt to put our whole *Tuliboun, 
confidence in the alone mercie and 


goodneſle of God. Caſſanaer inhis book 
called the { onſultation of articles us que- 
ftron, to Maximilian the Emperonr, cues 
& ſaying of Bonanenture, which is on this 
manner:It is the dutic of godly mindes 
to aſcribe nothing to themſelues,butall 
to the grace of God. Hence it followes, 
that how much ſocuer a man giues vn- 
ts grace,though in giuing many things 
to the grace of God, hetake ſomething 
from the power of nature and free will, 
he departes not from godlineſle : but 
when any thing is taken from the grace 
of God and ginento nature which per+ 
taines to grace,there may be ſome dan- 
ger. Thus then ta hold and maintaine tu- 


fhification by faith without warkss, and to 


aſeribe the whole worke of our canner fon 
10 God, without making any din/ion be- 
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The epiftle Dedicatorie: 
eweene grace and nature,ts che {efeft. 

T heſe things I ſhewe more at large 
this treatiſe following which I now preſent 
to your Worſhippe 4s a ſmall teflimonie of 
wane humble datic and lone:deſiring you ta 
accept the mind of the gitier , and to peruſe 
it at your leiſure « And thus I commend 
your Worſh.to the protetlion and grace of 
Goa m Chriſt. 


Your Worth. inthe Lord, 
William Perkins. 


A note. 

Pag; reg. 11g. that ſome Papiſts place the efficacie of 
grace in mans will, it is the ſentence of Bellarmine, de 
grar.&lib.arb.L1.c. 12. Grztiam efficscem conftituwr in 
afſtnſts & cooperatione hunazng. L.Molina ſaith, that ou? 
will makes grace to be effcQuall, De lib. arbir.p.z25, 
327.and ſometime againe he ſaith, will is bur a conditi- 
©n and no cauſe of the efficacic of grace. p. 329. Yer al- 
waies he graunterh , that it lies ir tnans will whether 
grace ſhall be effeQuall or no, Thus when grace is offe« 
&d on Gods part , will within ſtands as the Ponter to o- 
ye or ſhuc, or as maſter Controller to accept orrepe 

worke of God. 


Pag.83.inthe margin,read nibil ad wow pereandunk. 
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Matth. 23. 37,38. 
as roy oy tag ute 77 Fe 


£ 
yy retro: Re 
THis whole chapter CO= 
raines a Sermon that 
V4 our Sauiour Chriſt 
9-1 made ro the Tewes at 
PISSECS Icrufakm. Ithath rw6 
; Th. firſt, is areproofe of the 
ewiſh DoRours ; namelyttic Scribes 
and Phariſics for ſundric vices, from 
_ of the chapterto the 36. 
The fccond, is an InueQtivue a» 
pod: obeys the words which I 
now read: /eruſalem,lersſalem, 
which k;le# the Prophets, ec. Inthe 
ewo things are to beconli- 
dered, the Rebellion of Ieruſalem in 
the 37. verſe, and the puniſhment of 
this yerſc 38. | 


Al Tou- 


Rom, 95 


2 Of mans free will, 
Touching the Rebellion it ſelfe three 
thingsate ter downe, the plate 8 por- 


ſons1n the wordes [eruſalem, leruſa- 
{em: the degree and prattiſe of rebelli- 
'on, intheſe wordes, which kilkſt the 


Prophets,c3 c.the manner and torme of 
their rebellion, in theſe words, How oft 
wold I hage gathered Jou,ef ye wold not. 
. Accordingto theorder of the holy 
Ghoſt, firſt I willbegia with the place. 
Ic. isa wonder that Teruſalem of all the 
places inthe world, ſhould be. charged 


* with the height of rebellion againſt 


Gad. For it wasthecitic of God, and 
hadprerogatiues aboucallcitiesinthe 
world. Saint Paul hathnoted ſcucn of 
them. The ficſt is,that they were 1ſrac- 
lites,that is, of the poſteritic of Tacob: 
the ſecond is Adoption, in that they: 
were reputed.and called the children 
of God : thethird is,thatthey had the 
glorie of God, thatis, the Mercy-ſeat, 
the pledge of thepreſence of God: the 

fourth 


#. 
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and Gods free grace; J 
Foprth is #be Conenantshat isthe two 
tables of the coucnant: the fifth isthe 
gining of the law, namely. of the Iu- 
diciall and ceremoniall Lawe : the 
{ixth is, the wvorſhip of God, the pub- 
like ſolrmnitie whereof was ticd to 
the Temple at Ieruſalem: the ſcucnth, 
that to them pertained the protniſes 
made to the Patriarkes touching the 


Meſs{as. Totheſe, the prophet Micah Miat4ay 


; addeth the eight priviledge, that the 
firſt Church of the New Teſtament, - 
ſhould be gathered in Tcrufalem, and 
that conſequently, the preaching ofthe 
Goſpel ſhould pafle thence to all nati- 
ons. Now , for all theſe bleſsings and 
metcies, Chriſt our Sauiovr cries out 
and complaines of Teruſalems rebelli- 
on. Andthis isnot the firſt time of his 
complaint. In the daies of the propher 


Iſai he faith, that when he had done all ne4.a 


that he could doc for his vineyarde, 
& brought forth nothing but wilde 
tos 53 pn 
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Ie grapes. By theprophe: Ezcchict he ſers 


downe a long catalogue of his blel- 
ſings to this people, and withall a cata- 
logue of their ynthankfulnes. Hence it 
appcarcs, that where God ſhewes the 
greateſt mercie, there oftentimes isthe 
oreatelt wickednes and vothankful. 
nes. And this is partly verified in this 
land, for within the compaſle of this 


| fourtic ycares, we baue reccinced great 


bleGiogs from God both for this life 
and for the lifero come, ſpecially the 
with peace and proteRion:and 
the like hanc not bin fecne-in former 
ages: yet there was neuer more vie 
rhanktulnesthennow, For now com- 
:aonly mcnare weatic of the Goſpel, = 
2ndbegiatodecline from that which 
Rey have bin: and the care to pleaſe 
God ard doe his will is accoutted bus 
acurious preciſenes of many. 
Secandly henee it may be gathered, 
tha God doth not tie the infallible a6 
liſtance 


and Gods free graze, xg 
Meance of his ſpitit toavy placeorc6- + - 
oftion of men. If cuer any citic inthe 
world had this priutledge it was Teru- 
ſalem. Bur Icruſalem which was the 
ſcat and habitation of God, had nor 
thispriuiledge, becauſe itishere char. 
ged with rebellion againſt God. No 
place therfore nor codition of mEhath 
it, It isallcadged that God 1ath made 
a yu_ rotheorderof a mera 
the prieſts lips ſhallpre ſerue tnowleage, wt... 
= _ _ —_— the law os 7 
mouth. | anſwer ,thatrheſe words are | 
not a promiſcbut a commandement. 
For ſomcumes wordes of che future 
renſe are put for wordgs jmpatatiue. 
And therefore the ſenſe is this, The 
Priests lips ſhall keepe, thatis, letthein 
keepe knowledge. Agame it is alled+ 
ged that we arc commandedto heare 
the Scribes and pharifics; becauſe rhey Mahuya, 
ſ# in Moſes chaire. ] anſwer ,that the 
Chaice of Moſes isnotaplace or ſear, 


'X Of mans free will, 


am > butthedotrineof Moſes: apdtothis 


[PHu3C.x5; 


doftrine, I graunt ,the ſpiric of Gods 
annexed, when itis truly taught and 
beleeued. Thirdly it isalleadged, that 
God hath bore + the ſpirit of truth 
to lead men into all truth. I anſwer, 
that this promiſe doth not direQtly and 
abſolutely concerne all belecuers, or all 
Miniſters, but onely the Apottles, to. 


\homeit was made : and not to them 


for all times & in all ations , but onely 
while they were in the Exccution of 
their Apoſtolicall miniſteric, which 
Naudsin the fotiding of the church of 
the new teſtamer, partly by publiſlyng 
the Goſpel, and partly by writing the 
Scriptures ofthe New Teſtament. In 
a word, no Scripture can be brought 
toprooucthat,God hath, doth, or will 
binde his ſpirit to any particular place 
or perſons. Here then falls to -the 


. groundthrce popiſh coceirs. The firſt, 


though the members of the Catholiks 
: church 
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church yuy ſcuerally erre: yet they. 


 Cnnoterre, whenthey are together 


in agenerall Councell lavfully aflem- 
bled: the ſecond, that the Pope can 
not erre in his conſiſtoric: the third, 
that perſonall ſuccelsion is amarke of 
the catholike Church: which neuer- 
thcles may be ſeuercd from the ſpitic 
of God,as we ſee. 

Where our Saviour Chriſt, v{eth a 
repetition, ſaying,O 1eruſalem,leruſa- 
lem; he doth three thipges therein, 
Firſthe ſignifies thereby that he takes 
it for a wonder, and for a thing incre- 
dible that the, Iewes after ſo many 
bleſsings ſhould be ſo exceedingly vn- 
thanktull. Secondly he teſtifies hereby 
his own deteſtation of their vnthank- 
fulnes. Thirdly by this repetition ke 
doth awakethe Iewes and ſtitre then1 
vpto aſcrious conſideration and loa- 
thing of this their ſinne:and he doth as. - 
it yvere) prochaime the ſame ynto vs. 
$93.29 A 4 Ang 
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Andnot without cauſe: an ara | 
fulnes there be two gricuous Fe 
gainſt (God, falſe wines bearing , and 
injuſtice. Falſe witnes bearing; becauſe 
the vnthankfull perſon denies in his 
hcatt Godto be the fountaine and gi- 
uer ofthe good things he hath, and he 
aſcribes them to his owne wiſdome, 
goodnes, ſttengih , indeauour, Iniu- 
ſiee: becauſe he yeelds not to God the 
dutics , which he owes vata him for 
bis bleſsings. | 
The ſecond point tobe conſidered 
is the degreeof the Iewith rebellion, 
Dauid makes three degrees hereof:the 
firſt isto walke inthe counſell of the 
vngodly, the ſecond is to ſtand inthe 
way of ſinners, thethird is to ſit down 
1n the skorners chaire, and this isthe 
very top of deſperate rebellion and the 
| OO — For when Chriſt 
faith[ which kileft the prophets andſio- 
weft theme which are fent unto thee Jha 


— —————_ 
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notes og three ſnnes in this citie. Im- 
pknicencie, whereby they perſcuered 
in their wicked waics without bope 
of amendment : facrilegious and pro» 
phane contempt of God & the meanes 
of their ſaluation: crucltie in ſhedding 
of blood. And by crueltic Imeane nor 
oncor twoadttions of crucltic, butan 
habit thereinand the cuſtome thereof: 
for the wordes are thus to be read, /e» 
ruſalens killing the Propbers, aud ſte 
ping them that are ſent tothee:where 
ſtoning and killing, fignific not one 
ate, but a continuance and multiplica- 
tion of afts, thatis, acuſtomeinſhed- 
ding of blood. 

Ir maybe demadedhow the Iewes 
ſhould grow to this height of wic- 
kednes. I anſwerthus. Incucry aftuall 
fingctherebe foure things diſtinRlyro 


be conlidered; the fav/s which is the 1, culpe, 
offenee of God in any ation: the evith, .,Q. 


of obbgariqn.to puniſbmcnc - _ 
p.#: | =: 


ro Of many frrewilt, 


fault: che puniſhment it ele yrhich is 


death : «blot or {pot ſet in the ſoule bf 
himthat ſinneth, and that by thefaulr 
or offence : and thisblot is nothing cls 
but aproneſle to the ſlnne committed, 
or toany other ſinne, In the finne of 
our firſt parents, befides rhe fault, guile, 
puniſhment, there followed a blot or 
deformitic in the ſoule, which was the 
lolle of Gods image and the difpoliti- 
on of their hearts to all manner of e- 
uills. Since the fall of Adam, he thar 
commits an aCtuall offence, beſides the 
fault;guile, puriſhment, imprints in kis 
heart anew blot avd that is an increaſe 
of hisnaturall proneſſe to ſine: cuen 
as the dropii-mauthe more he drinks 
the more he may, andby drinking he 
increaſeth his thirſt. Thus the Tewes 
by cuſtome in (inning atraine to an 


. height in wickednes, becauſe every at 


ot offence hath his blot , andthe multi- 
plicationof acts offenfiuc is the comt- 


nuall 


” 


| 


- 


# 


and Goals free grate. rr 
nuall. inggeaſe of the blot or blemiſh of 
te ſoule till thelight of nature beex- 
tinguiſhed, and mencometoarepro- 
bate ſenſe. This muſt be a warning to 
all men to take heede leaſt they com- 
mit any offece againſt God in thought, 
word, or deede, conſidering eucry of- 
fence imprints ablotin the loule. 
Secondly it may be demanded,how 
Teruſalew growen to this height of 


Rebellion, can truly be called ehehofy ,,Q 
Cttie,or theCitie of the great king, andyzq9 


I anſweare two waics, Firſt, there 
were many holy men and women in 
Juric and Ieruſalem, that truly ſerued 
God and waited forthe kingdome of 
Chriſt,as Toſcph, Marie, Zacharic,Eli- 
zabeth, Anna, Simeon, Nichodemus, 
Joſeph of Aramathea, and many 0- 
thets. Now a Church is named not of 
the greater butoftheberier pare: asan 
heape of corne 5 ſo called, though 
there:be more:chatferhcn corne. Se- 
condly I anſwer that a people or 


» 1 


— 
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32 Of mon free will ,- 
Chorch that hauc foriaken God, re» 


maines ſtill a reputed Chuech, till Gdd 


forſake the, as a wife comirting adulte- 
ric remaines il a ſuppoſed wife,til her 
husband giuc her the bil ofdiuocemer. 
Teruſalem indeede had forſaken God, 
but God hadnot forſaken Icruſalem, 
For there he preſerued ſtill the remple, 
and his worſhip : yea, when Teruſalem 
had condemned andcrucificd Chriſt, 
S. Peter inſpired by the holy Ghoſt 


- Gith ſill, To you belong dhe prone 


and to year chilarew. And 

did nor ytterly ccaſc to be a Citie or 
Church of God, till they contradiQed 
& blaſphemed the Apoſtolicall mini- 
ſtery:forthe$: not beforethe Apoſtles 
withdrew thelclues frothe fellowſhip: 
of the Iewes. Here we ſee a depthof 
mercie in God: for though the Iewes 
for their parts had deſcrucd a thoue 
ſand chouſand times to be forſaken yer 
Gadtac his parted or forſake them 


bar ill purſued the with mercie. And 
we aretaught hereby not togiue any 
ſeatece of the perſons ofcuill men. For 
though they forſake God, yet know 
we not, whether God hauc forſaken 
themorno. 

Inthis example of Teruſaiems Rea 
bellion, welcarne many things. Firſt in 
ir we may hchold the vilences of mans 
nature, and our violent proneſſe to 
finnc. For the Iewes went aboutto a- 
boliſh and quench as much as they 
could thedo&trine of ſaluation; yeato 
quench it with blood, and which is 


. more with the blood of the prophets: 


and this ſhewes that man drinkes ini. 
itic as the fiſh drinks io water. 
Secondly in Teruſalemwe tnay be- 
hold the deſperate condition of the 
Church of Rome at this day. For it 
followes in Rebellion, nay it goes be- 
yond Teruſalem. Ifany man will indif- 


 - —— — 
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Job IF, [0 


Apoc.15.6, 


T4 . Of man? free will, 
by the whore of Babylon is weant the 


preſet church of Rome: & this whote. 


is (8id robedrunke with the blood of 
the Saints. Thelocuſts out of the bot- 
romleſſe pit goe to the kings of the 
carth to ſtirre the vp to warre againſt 
the Church of God. Andtheſe locuſts 
are in all likclihoode , ſwarmes of 
monkes, fryers,8 Ieſuirs ofthe church 
of Rqme:And we haue faind icby long 
and much experience, that they of the 
Romane Church haue long thirſted 
forthe bloode of prince and people in 
this land. 

Thirdly we are hete tanght to ex- 
erciſe our ſelnes in the duties of meck- 
nes, goodneflz, peace to all men. The 
prophet J(ai faith that men incheking- 
dome of Chriſt, ſhall nor applie cher 
ſwords and ſpearesto the hurt of any, 


' asthe Tewes here doe, but (hall turne 


them toinſtrumentsof husbandric, as 
martocks and ſithes, VV hereby is ſig- 
| | & * nificd 


_ 


—— 


and (Gods free grace; 3 
nificd thar men truly regenerate ſhall 
I&y alide”all purpoſe and minde of do- 
ing any hurt , and ſhall give themſelues 
to doc the goodthey can. Againe he 


faith that the wolfe and the lambe ſhall c.,..v.15; 


dwell togither: and that there ſhall be 
no hurt1n allthe holy mount of God. 
The deuill by the fiune of our firſt pa- 
rents, of men made vs beaſts, lyons, 
woltes, tygers, beares, cockatrices: and 
Chriſt again of beaſts hath made vs his 
lambs and ſhceepein reſpetoftmecknes 
and patience, | 

Fourthly wearc here taught not to 
oppoſe our ſclucs againſt the Mini- 


ſters of God, but without pride and 


fiercenes to yeeld ſubiefion and obe- 


dienceto their Miniſterie. Iſai foretels . *.. 


thatinthe Church ofthe New Teſta- NY 


menta little childe, that is, Miniſters 0+ 
therwiſc vweake and lilly men, ſhall by 


-.* their doftrine rule and guide woltes, 


lcopards, lyons, thatis, fierce and crucll 
men 


:-4-Y 
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26 Of mens freewill, 


- men by nature, My people ((aith his 
Lord) ſtall come willingly inthe deyof 


/ſembly: and the ſheepe of Chriſt heare 
ages and follow bien ya 
arraigne and 1wdge the prophets that 
are ſctit ynto them: but we muſt ſufkee 
thera in their miniſterie to arrai 

and iudge vs, that we be notiudged of 
the Lord. Apaine, the Tewes kill their 
teachers: bur we muſt permit our tea- 
chers after a ſore to kill vs: for theic 


miniſterie muſt be as it wereafacrifi , 


ciog knifeto kill the old man in vs, that 
_ may be an acceptable offrriog yaro 


- Laſtly Miniſters of the word, muſt 
kearnc hence not tobetroubled, ifthey 
be hated and perſequatedof men. For 
this befell the holy prophets of God 
andthatinthecitic of Teruſatem. 

' The third point is themanneror 
forme oftheir Rebelkon. InitIconſt- 
&r fours things. The will ot God a- 

Tt gainſt 


and Gods free grace: "7 
gaibſt which the Iewes rebell, wowtch 


the wil of the Iewesrebelling, je would 
wot; the concord of both, / world, ye 


- would not : the manner of Gods will, 


He wills their ſalvation in loue, / won/d 
hae gatheredyou as an hen gathereth 
ber chickens. in patience, How oft would 
1? Before I cometo hadle theſe points 
in particular, I wil ſer downe a general 
preamble rouchingthe nature of will; 

Will is a power of willing, nil- 
ling ,choofing , refuſing , ſuſpending, 
which depends on reaſon. By power 1 
tmeanc an abilitic or created facultie: 
and it isſo properly in men and An. 
pels : but in God onely by analogic or 
proportion. Becauſe his will is bis ef- 
fence or godhead indecde. Secondly, I 
lay .itis 4poner of willing, 8c. becauſe 
to will,ill,chooſe, refuſe, ſuſpend, that 
15, ncither to will nor to nill, are the 
proper effefts of wili whereby it-is 
knowne and diſcerned. Laſtly , Hay if 


B 1 depends » 
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13 Of mans free will, 


depends on reaſon, becauſc it igincident | 


onely to natures reaſonable; as Gel, 


Angels, men: and becauſe, though ir 


goe againſt good reaſon, yet it15not 
without reaſon alrogether. Whena 
man knoxwes & approoues that which 
is good, and yet doththecomrarie: ir 
1s becauſe it ſeemes good to him todo 
the contrarie. Andin cueryaRof will 
thereare two things, Reaſon to guide, 
and Elefton to aſſent or diſſent, 

Will hath his propertie, and thats 
the Libertie of the will,which isa free» 
dome trom compullton,or conſtraint, 
but not fromall neceſsttie. From com. 
pullion; becauſe compullion and will 


be contrarie, and where compulſion 


takes place there will giues place,and 
will conftrainedis no will. Neuerthe- 
Icfle will and neceſfitic may ſtand to- 
gether. God wills many thingy of abs 
folate neceſitie, as theeternall 


tion of the Sonne, the procceding ue 


and Goat free grace. rY9 
the Holy ghoſt, the doing of iuſtice 
and ſuchlike: and he willsthem with 
moſt perfeQlibertic of will. The good 
angels will their owne hapincsandthe 
doing of iuſtice, and that of necefgitie; 
for they cannot will to {inne or to be 
in miſcrie: and all this they will moſt 
freely.Nay the neccfsitic of not (inting 
isthe gloric and ornament of will: for 
hethar doth good ſo as he cannot ſinn, 
is morcart libertic in doing good, then 
he that can doe cither good or culll. 
When the creature is in that eſtate 
that it willingly ſerues God $ cannot 
but ſcrue God, thenis our perfc&li- 
bertie. Againc, the libertic of will ſince 
the fall of man is ioyned with a neceſsi+ 
tie of finnivg , becauſe 1t ſtands in bon- 
dage vnder fume; in this reſpect it 1s 


fidy rearmed of Auguſtine, rhe bona: Trafein Tok, 
; - $3-Decorr 
free will, Wheretore we may noti- Egan.” 


ine in the will a Libertie whieh is 
a freedome from all neceſsitic.. That 
6-2 Bz thus 
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20 Of mans free will, 

this may the berter appraregt vs con- 

ſider the kinds of necelsicie. There i?a 

ſimple or abſolute neceſsitie, whena 

thing cannot poſsibly be otherwiſe 

thus we lay there isa God, and heis 
righteous, &c. This neceſcitic ſtands 

not with the will of the creature; yer 

doth ir ſtand wich Gads wil, inwhom 

an abſolute neceſsitic of holineſſe and 

goodnes is ioyned with abſolute free- 

dome of will. Againe there tsa nece ſ- 

ſitie by olence or compullion , and 

this aboliſherh treedome and conſent 

of will. Thirdly there is a nece ſ3itie of 
infallibilitie, or of conſequence, when 
ſomething followes neceſsarily vpon 

a ſuppoſed amecedenr,as namely vpon 

the determination and decree of God, 

Greg.arim.t» This neceſsiticand freedg of will may 
ditzomnfre. both ſtandtogether. For tothedoing 
rations 6- of a voluntaric ation tt is ſufficient, 
icients & vo- that ir proceede of indgement & bauve 
Rr —— his beginning from within the will, 


though 


and God: free grace, 21 
thouph,otherwiſe in reſpetof Gods 
Will ir be of CN canti 
The cercentie of Gods decrce doth not 
aboliſh the conſent of mans will, but 
rather order it and mildly incline or 
Faw it forth. Andthething thatisdi- 
rely contraric to freedome of willis 
WY : becauſe it aboliſheth con- 
l. 

Thelibertic of will ſtands in a dou- 
ble power. The firſt is, when it wills a. 
ny thing, of ir owne ſelfe to be apt and 
* abletonill the ſame;and ſo on the con- 
trarie: andit iscalled in ſchooles the /z- 
bertie of comtraa;#tion: the ſecondis, 
when it wills any thing to beableto 
will an other thing orthe contraric. 
As for example : when God willed the 
creation ot the world, he could haue 
milled the ſame : and when, he willed 
the creation of one world, he could 
haue willed the creatio of mo worlds. 
And this latter is called the /zbertie of 
B 3 con. 


23 Of mans free will, 
contrariette. ws 
Wllby his libertic is diſtioguiſhe 
frothe inclinations ofnatural Agents, 
which alwaies ſhew themſclucs in the 
ſame manner. Put matter to the fire, it 
burnes alwates & it cannot but burne, 
Caſt ypaſtoneintotheaire,itfalsdown 
al watesand can not but fall downc. Se 
condly will by this libercie is diſtingut- 
ſhed from the appetite of beaſts: torir 
followes ſeale,and in chocſing or refu, 
ſiog keeps alwaies one order . The 
cep flies the wolfe : and all ſheep doe 
ſo at all times and in all places. Bees ga- 
ther honie and they doe ſo alwaics and 
in all places, and they can doe no 0+ 
therwiſe. When the beaſt iathe field, 
chooſerth one kearb , and refuſcth ano- 
ther,tnereisa tſhewe oflibertic , yetng 
rrae libertie, For that which it choſerh 
or refulerh once , it choſech or refuſerÞ 
alwaics inthe ſame manner, _ 
Thus much ofthe generall nature - 
wit 


will:now I cometo the points in hid. 
The ficftisrouchiog the wil of Chriſt, 
I wonld. According to the two natures 
of Chriſt : fo be there rwo wills in 
him, the will of his godhead andthe 
will of his manhood. Some thinke that 
theſe words arc ment of the will of his 
manhood.For they ſuppole him heere 
to ſpeake as the miniſter of circumci- 


thinkeisatruth, but not all the truth. 
Becauſe the thing which he willeth 
namely the gathering ofthe Tewcs by 
the miniſtcric ofthe Prophets,was be- 
gun and pratiſed long before his in- 
carnation. VV herefore(as I take 1:)here 
his divine will is ment orthe will ofhis 
odhead , which is aliothe will of the 
ather,and the Holy Ghoſt. 
This will is onc and the ſame as God 
is one : yet may it be diſtinguiſhed 


on this manner. Ir is cithcr the will volamas be. 
of bis goodpleaſare, or, his ſignifying y; 
B ll, 


4 will, 
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lacitt. 
as gut 


: flonand conſequently asa man, This 1 ” 
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22 —© Ofmanifreewill,> 
will, Therruth of this diſtinFjon,wee 
may ſee incarthly Princes, who beafe 


the imageot God. A king determines 


within himſelte according to his pleas 
farc wharſhal be done in his king 
and what not:this is his will. Againe he 
ſignifies ſome part of his ſecret plealure 
to his ſubic&s , as occa(ion ſhall be of- 
fred:and this is alſo his will. Euen ſo the 
pleaſure of God within himſelfe, i0y 
. c {ignifications thereof: to his crea- 
tures cither in whole arin part, are bis 
will. | 
The firſt is mentianed, Ephe. 1.5. 
where Paul faith the Epheſians were 
preaeſtinate according to the good plea- 
fare of hiswill, That may be rightly 
conceiued of vs , I will ſet downe 4, 
things.The firſtis,that this will is Gods 
purpoſe or decree according to coun» 
(cll For init theſe tewoconcurre, his 
counſell and his decree . His counſell 


His 


(ces all things andall the cauſes of theme 


' ofthe porter, This mult reach vs when 


and Gods free grace. e 
His decrge determines what ſhall be 
dene and whar vndone: and hedeter< 
mincs according to his owne eternal 
coun(ell. Yet is n&t counlell aruleto his 
will. For there is nothing higher then 
his will, and his counſell allois accor- 
ding to his will which is goodnes it 


ſclte. And therefore by Paul, Counſell xg1ue.ts 


is called,the Coun ſellof his will. 
Secondly in Gods will there isa S9- 
geraigntie,that isan abſolute power, 
whereby heis Lord of allthe aftions 
that hee willeth , willing of himſelfe 
without dependance fromany, with- 
out impediment or controlement, 
what he will , when he will, and howv. 


he will. Thus much is ſignified inthe 


parable, May 1 not doe with mine owne vv, 


& will: and by Paul alleadging Mo- 


ſes, { willhane mercie ow whome I will $2 


bane mercie ; teaching alſo that we are 
at Gods pleaſure, asclay atthe pleaſure 


we 
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26 Of mans free will, «. 
wethinkcor ſpeake of Gods works 8 


indpements, to thinke and Tpeakevin” 


moedeſtic and ſobrictic, withadmirati- 
on,reverence, not dFing to ſcarch in- 
to the reaſon ofthem, or think hardlie 


 ofthem , when they ſolind not with 


our reaſon, contenting gt ſelues with 
this that we know God-to haue a So- 
ucraigntic in his will,to wil at his plea- 
lure,and his will to begood. 

_ Thethird pointis , that the will of 
Godiisthe beginning or firſt cauſe of 
all things without exception, and of all 
their motionsand aftions.. Anditisa 
beginning rwo wates. Firſt in regaid 
ofthe cxiſtence or being of things: Se- 
condly in regard of their goodnes. 
Tharallthings in particular haue their 
Being from the wil of God as fromthe 


firſt efficient cauſe, I ſhew itthus. God 


15of that power, that nothing ca come 
ro paſſe which he nilleth, or whichis 
viterly againſt his will . Therefore 
TO what- 


- 


——— A 
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and Gods free grace; 27 
whatſocyer comes to paſſe, comesto 
paſſe becauſe be wils it cither ſimply or 
in ſome part. A wiſe gouernour of a 


familie or ofanarmic, having all thiogs 


in bis owne power, ſuffers nothing to 
be done without his wil,and he deſires 
inthe very ſa1allcit matters to hauea 
ſtroke; andnothirg hinders this deſire 
but his ownpe weaknes, which is not 
incident to the maieſtic of God. God 
by an vnchangeable preſcicce forcſees 
all things that ſhall come to paſſe: and 
therefore by an vnchangeable will he 
willeth the beeing of them. For Gods 
forcknowledge dependes on his will. 
Not becauſe God foreſees things to 
come, therctore they come to paſſe: 
bur becauſe according, to Gods will 
they arc to cometo paſle, therefore he 
foreſcesthem. Indeedethereisin God 
a knowledge of things that poſsibly 
may be,though they ncuer bc:and this 
knowledge goes before Gods decree. 

| | Yet 


43 Of mus free will, F : 
Yer the diuinc knowledge pf things 
tharcertenly ſhall be SS he ty 
and determination of God. To prio- 
ceede further: In thatGod wills the 
becing ofall things , he makes themto 
be. For his will is operative, not ſcue- 
red from his power but diſtinguiſhed: 
and his willing of any thing is his do. 
ing ot it: andtherefore it pleaſeth the 
Holy ghoſt to lignifie the will of God 
by an operatiue word or commande- 
ment: /n the beginning God ſaid,let 
there be this ana that , and it was ſo: 
now this commanding werd was his 
will. Againe, Man /ives by enery word 
of God, that is, by any thing that God 
in his plcaſure wills tobe our foode. 
Things in reſpe& of beeing muſt have 


dependance onthe will of God, or on 


themſclues, or on ſome other thing. If 
they depend on themſelues for thei 
beeing,, they are Gods: ifthey depend 
onany other thing withour and _ 
; God, 


- 


. 4 
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God, thag thing isgod alio.Itremaines ..... 
therefore that all things and afts inthe - *'+ 


world conſidered as Att, haue their 
becing by adependance on Godas on 
the higheſt cauſe, or the cauſe of cau. 
ſes. This dotrine muſt beremembred. 
For it is the foundation of true pati- 
ence: when we conſider, whatfocucr 
comes to paſle befalls vs accordiog to 


the will of God.Vponthis ground Tob lobe.xe; 


armes himlelfe to patience, and Dauid 
faith,1 he/dmy tongue & ſaidnothing: 
becauſe thou Lord draaeſt it. Secondly 
this doftrine ts the meanes of all true 
comfort , whe we con(ider that all our 
afflitions arc fromthe good pleaſure 
ofGod, Thus did the primitive church 
comforrt'it ſelfe, when ir conſidered, 
that the Tewes, Herod, Pontius Pilate, 
8 thereſt, did nothing againſt Chriſt, 


but that which the counſellof God had 


artermined before to be done And it 


muſt be our comfort, that we are pre- 
$4 deſtinate 
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30 Of mans freewill, 

Rom. 3.259, deftinate to be made conformable to 
— image of Chriſt in afflitions. * 

Furthermore the will of God isthe 

begining of the goodnes of things. 

For athing, isnot firſt good and then 

willed by God: bur itis firſt willed by 

God, and thus it becomes good, This 

isa manifeſt cruth, I willnot ſtand vyp6 

it. It may here be demanded, whence 

the euill in the creature, natnely 

fine, hath his beginning . Tanſwer: Ic 

 comesof the will of the declining cre- | 

_ ature, andnot from the will of God. 

Yer is it not without the wiil of God. | 

For though ke wil not finne properly, 

becauſe he hates it: yet doth he will the 

being of irin the world. Forin reſpe& 

of the counſell of Godt is good that c- 

uill ſhould be. And God wills the being 

, of finne, (4) not becauſe itis his willto 


effe, produce, orgiue a being roi, | 
| 
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boeeaius, butbecaule [6]his will isto forſake his 
dcierendo» creature andnotto binder the wy 
0 
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of cuill when he may: and{c]thus cuill , ,,,u.oom; 
nct hindred comes to on And © 
whereas God forclaw it in his eter- 
pall counſel, and yet willed notto hin- Fo: Malam 
derir when he might, in cffeCt he wil- xa" m_ 
led the becing ot it 12 the worlde; 
though ſimply he wills ic nor. 
The laſt point is, that this will of 

Gods good pleaſure being hiddefrom 
vs,isnotthe rulc of our ations and of 
our faith. Moſes ſaith, Secret things be- 299998 
long tothe Lordour God,anathings re. 
wealedtows anatoonr children. Hence 
it followes, that we doc and may(with 
a ſubmiſſion) in ouc wills difſent from 
this will of God before it is knownero 
vs, without ſinne. Paul would by ver- 
tue of his Apoſtolicall commiſzion 

have preached in Aſia and Bythinia, 

and God would nor, becauſe it is ſaid 

the ſpirit withſtood him. Yer did not aguc.6,, 
Paul finne herein . One good thing 

may. differ from another : and thar 

Ie : which 
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which the creature ſometirge willeth 


without offence, God willcth other; 


wiſc by his moſt righteous pleaſure. 
Samuclprayes for Saul otherwiſethen 
the fecrer pleaſure of God was; but 
when the decree of God was renealed 
ro him, he then ſtayed his praying. 
Here ſundry men are to be reprooved 
that reaſon thus. Ifit berhe wil of God 
that I ſhal be ſaucd , it ſhall ſo be, how. 


' ſocuer I live : therefore I will lwe as [ 


liſt, They make the ſecret will of God 
the rule of their lines, which ſhould 
not be: becauſe the renealked will of 


God is the Law ,ortheonely Rule of 


things to be done and belceued. 

Thus we ſce what the will of Gods 
plcaſure is. Now this wilisnotment inn 
this text, How oft would1. For the plca- 
ſurcotgod cinotbe withſtood or reſt- 
ſted.Ilay.46.10. Hy coun ſeliſhalland, 


and Iwillao allny pleaſure.Bur the wil 


here mcationcd,, may be reſiſted, and 
| with- 
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withſtogd,7 won/d, ye woularot. 

The ſignifying will of God is, when 
he reucaleth ſome part and portion of 
his pleaſure ; ſo farre forth as1c ſerues 
for the good of his creature, and for 
the manitcſtation of hisivuſtice or mcr- 
cite. This {ignifying will is not indeede 
the will of God properly, asthe will of 
his good plcaſure is, for itis the effe&t 
rherot: yet may ittruly be ſo tearmed. 
For as the effes of anger without the 
paſsion,are called anger in God: fo the 
hgne and ſiynification of his will , may 
berearmed will, 

This will is propounded ſometimes 
more plainly, ſometimes more darkly. 
Iris propounded more plaincly three 
waics, by his word, by his permiſsion, 
by his operarion. 

His word is his will, for fo Paul 
faith,Prooue what is the good wil of God gor.na: 
And itis not hisdecree or pleaſure, bur 


his {igmfying will: becauſcir ſcrues to 
' C x de- 
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declare and manifeſt what is pleaſing 
and acceprable ro God, what isour di 
tic, and what he requires of vs, if we 
defirero cometo lite creroall. For this 
cauſe, both the Law and the Goſpel 
and allthe commandements, prohibi. 
tions, promiſes and threatnings there- 
of, are the ſignifying will of God, For 
commandements fignific what we are 
rodoc: prohibitions what weareto 
leaue yadone: promiſes,what good he 
will doc vm ys: threatnings, what 
puniſhments are dueto finne, Further» 
moreby reaſo of the word, the Mini, 


ſteric and diſpenſation thereof is the = 


ſignifying will of God. For by it God 
Gagaifies his pleaſure rouching the (al- 
uation of men” 

Diuine permiſcion is kkewiſe the 
ſignifying willof God. For by it he fig- 
nifies, that he will not hinder the bee- 
ing of thething permitred; and conſe 
quently that che thing permiricd ſhall 

come 


Pl pn? 


= 
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come toepaſle. 

"Thirdly cuery Operation or worke 
of God, (ignifies what God will hauc 
done, and what tuſt come to paſlle. 
For whena thing isdone, we know 
thereby what is and was the plea- 
ſure- of God, conſidering 1othing, 
comes to paſte without his will. 

W hea the ſigaifying will is more 
darkly propounded, itis becauſe ſome 
thingsappertaining tothe ſaid will,are 
concealed. And by reafon of this con- 
cealement , ſometirac there ſeemesto 
be acontrarietic berweene tHe (ignify- 
ing will and the will of tis good plea- 
ſure: but indeede there is none. And 
the end, why God doth ſodarkly fig- 
nific and propound his pleaſure, isnot 
to hurt or deceiue, but to procurethe 
good of his creature. Examples of this 
kind , there bein Scripture three ſorts. 
Firſt of all, God ſometimes propounds 
a commaundement to men and con- 


C2 ccales 


26 
ceales the end of the. commangetnent; 
For the endes of diuine preceprs aft 
three: one is Obedrence, when God wil 
haue the ching commanded, tobe don 
precilely as it iscommanded: the other 
is T7/4/, when he willsnot thething 
commanded ro be done abſolutely.bur 
onely wills tomake triall of the lotaltie 
of his creature: thetbird is congifFton, 
when by commanding God intends to 
conmace his creature of diſobedience. 
Thus parents ſometime giue precepts 
to their children, that muſt be done: 
and ſomnetimeagaine they giue acom- 
mandeinent, the doing whereof they 
intend not, but onely intend thereby to 
make experience of the affeQtion and 
dutic of their children. And ſometime 
one man commands an other onely in 
way of conuition: as whenthe ceedi- 
conr faith to the bankrupr, Pay thy 
d&br: which hencuerlookes for, and 
whith peraducmurche minds to for- 


gue. 
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giue. Niuine precepts therefore be of 
wmrce ſorts, precepts of obedience, as 
the commandement of the moral law , 
precepts of triall, and precepts ot con- 
uition. Now when the ſignifying wil 
of God is propoundcd ina precepr, 8: 
the ende of the precept is concealed, 
theplealure of God isdarkly ſ1gmficd. 
God giues a commaundement to A. 
braham, Offer thine onely ſonne 1/aas. 
The cnd wasonly totric Abraham, 8 
this end was concealed, til Abrahi was 
in doiog the fat, forthen the angel of 
the Lord ſtaied him & ſaid, Now Ilee »v.n, 
. Abraham feares God. And the very 
commaudement, Offer 1/aac , ſeeres 
to be flat contrarie tothe will of Gods 
pleaſure or decrec:for,as itappeares by 
thecuent, Iſaac was notto be laine: 
andthercfore the not ſlaying of Iſaac 
was decreed of God. Now then,it may 
be faid, why ſhould God command 4 
ny thing contrarie to his decree? I an- 
C3 (wer, 


Gen.33,24 


8p Ea *> - oi&e ad Ls 
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{werghere is an apparent cotrriety,by 
reaſon theendof the commandemont 
was concealed : but indeede there is 
none. For as it was the decrec of God 
that Iſaac ſhould not be offered: ſo alſo 
was it his decree, that Abraham ſhould 
be tried in the afteriog of Tac. And 
with this decree doth rhis commande- 
meut accord. For it is a commande- 
ment not fo much of ablolne obedi- 
eace as 0f rriall, and therefore it is a fit 
and conucntent meanes to accompliſh 
the decree of God, The Lord. by the 
hand of Moſes giuesa commidement 
to Pharao, Lee the people goe: and yet 
the ſecret pleaſure & purpoſe of God 


. was, that he ſhould not lecthem goe. 


Here is comtrarictic in ſhew,but indeed 
none.For it wasallothe decreeof god, 
to conuince Pharao of rebellion and 


-hardnes of heart: and to this end ſerues 


this commandement:becaule properly 


according to Gods intention it was 3 - 


comman- 


Pl 
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eommaydement of couittion: though 
Pharao for his part wasto accept ofir 
asof a commandement to be vubcicd 
andaccompliſhed. | 
By this doftrine ihe publike mini- 
Rerie of the word rccciucs aiuſt de. 
fence.Some arc of opinis,it isa mranes 
rodelude rhe world : becauſe in 1t a 
commandement 1s giuen toall with- 
out exception to repent and belceuc, 
and yer grace to repent and belecye is 
not . But theyare decciued . Forthe 
commandement , Repent, andbelcenc, 
though in the intent of the miniſter ir 
hauc onely one end, namely the faluari- 
onofall, yet iathe interition and coun- 
ſell of God,it hath diuers ends. Inthem 
which be ordained to life eternall, it isa 
precept of obedience;becauſe God will 
inable them ro do that which he com- 
mandeth : in the reſt itisa commande. 
mem of triall or conviftion,that to vn- 
belecuers their finne might be diſcouce 
Taal 
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ced andallexcuſe cutoff. Thys when 
the precept isgiuen to belecue and net 
the grace of faich, God doth not de- 
lude, but reprooue and convince men 
of vnbeleefe and rhat in his iuſtice, 
The ſecond example of the ſignify- 
ing will of Goddarkly propoundedis, 
when God propoundes his promiſes 
conccaling the exception or condition 
thereof. Gen.1.28. Te ſha/l rule oger the 
fowles of the aire the fiſhes of the ſea, & 
the beaſts of the earth. Andot Hieruſa- 
lem the Lord ſaith, Plal.132.14. This is 
any reſt for euermore . Theſe promiſes 
take no placenow; and yetthereisno 
comratictic in Gods will, becauſc the 
ſaid promiſes mult be vnderſtood 
with their exception ; voleſſe ye fab 
from mcandprouoke minc anger by 
your fianes, ,, . 

The third-example is, when Gad 
propoundes his threats concealing the 
canditionsandexceptionsthereot.lud, 

10, 
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10.13. will, ſaith the Lord, de/iuer yow 
pe more. And it was his pleaſure aftcr- 
ward to dcliuer them againe and a- 
gaine. Exod. 32.10. Let ne alonethat 
my wrath may waxe hote: for I vvill 
con ſame them: and he ſpar:d them at 
the praicr of Motes. Ton.3.4. Tet for- 
fie daies and Niniate ſoall be deſlroy- 
ed. For all this Ninivie was ſpared and 
notdeſtroyed. VVe may noc hereſo 
much as dreame of any chaunge or 
vntruth in God. For all threatnings de- 
nounced , muſt be vnderſtood with 


this clauſe , Exzept ye repert and turne Fudiuyo, 


wvntome. And this exception Godcon- 
ceales, that he may the bener terrifie 
the conlciences of menand ſo prepare 
them totrucrepentance. llay. 38.1. the 
Lord ſaica by the Prophet ro Ezechie 
23s, S:t thine houſe in oraer , for thea 
ſhalt die and nat line: and yer helived 
filteenc ycares after. Here God conceals 
his owne pleaſure of lengihuing the 
daics 


at Ie, wt tr eo IR 
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daies of Ezechias, and iignifigs , what 

ſhall beride him in reſpe&t of natureBe 

| the helps thercot . To all theſe examples 

- we may not ſurmiſe any fr:udor dou- 

RY ble dealing in God .-For he doth not 

7N ſpeak one thing and minde another, af- 

| rerthe faſhion of hypocrites : but he 
conceals part of his will and reveals 

part : and this he dothnot forthe hure ” | * 

of anyaftcr the manner ofdeceiuers, 

but for the good of men. 

Thus much of the ſignifying will of 
God: now I cometothetext in hand. 
The words, / would haue gatheredyou, 
arcnotto be ynderſtood of the decree | 
of God, but of this ſignifying will and 
pamely of the miniſterie of the word. 
For when God ſent his word to Hie- 
rulalem by his Prophets, hetherby ſig- 
nified that it was bis pleaſure and will 
to gather and coruertthem. And he is } 
ſaid o wil the converſion of the Tewes 
10andby his word two wayes. Firſt 
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becauſe þe approoucd it as a good 
thing init ſclfe, being agreeableto his 
goodacsand mercic.Sccondly becaule 
he comnmaunded and required it of 
themasa dutic of theirs,and as athing 
neceſfarieto ſaluation. Some may hap» 
pily ſay, it isapoint of hard dealing,for 
Godto commaund the Iewesto doe 
that which they can not doe, andto 


. complaine becauſe they are not gathe- 


red : and that a maiſter might aſwell 


commaund his ſcruant to carrie a 


mountaine on his back,and complaine 
becauſe itis nt done. I aunſwer thus: 
Itamaiſter could giue to his ſeruant 
power and abtlitic to carrie a moun- 
taine , he might-t2en cormmaund him 
todo it:and it he ſhould byhis owne 
defauh looſe thisabilitie, the ſaid mai- 
ftcr might ſbll commaund him and 


- complaine,ithedid northe thing com. 


maunded. And this is the cafe with 
Gad, For he gaucall men graccin our 


firſt 
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firſt parentsto obcy any of hiscom* 
maundements: this gracein them we 
hauc caſt away, & gonet of our ſclues 
ſomuch as deſire it of God: and God 
for his part isnot bound to giue vsthis 
grace againe. He therefore may iuſtly 
commad vs toturne vnto him,though 
we now be ynable to turne. 

If wecompare thistext with Ifa.6. 
10. they may ſceme to be contrarie. 
Forhere Chriſt ſaith, / wouldhaue g4- 
theredyou: there he faith, Harden ther 
that they be not gathered and conuer- 
ged. God theretore ſeemes to will and 
not to will one and the ſame thing. 
Anſw. There is but one will in God: 
yet doth it not equally wil all things, 
but in diuers wh. doth PS 
nill the ſame thing, He wills the con- 
ucrſion of Hicruſalem, in that he ap- 


proouesitasxgoodthing in itſeife: tn ,.. 


that he commands it, and exhorts men 
tot: in that he giues them all outward 
mcancs 


f 


4 
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meanes of their conuerſion. He willsic 
n6t, in that he did not decree efteQual. 
ly co worke their conuerſion. For 
God doth approouc, and he may re- 
quire many. things , which neuerthe- 
eſſe for iuſt cauſes knowne to him- 
{clte, he will not doe, The confirmati- 
on ofthe Angels that fcll, God approo- 
uedas athing good in itſelfe, yet did 
not he will ro confirme them. A judge 
incompalsion approoucs and wills the 
life of a malefatour: and yer withall he 
wills the ex<quution of iuſtice in his 
death. Eucn ſo God ſometime wills 
that in his ſignifying will, which he 
wills not inthe will of his good plea- 
ſure. | 

By this which hath bio ſaid,welcarn, 
that where God erctts the miniſterie 
of his word , hefigoifies thereby that 
his pleaſure is togather men to ſaluatie . 


, on .. Tathis regard the prophet Ilay 


fah,tharthepreaching of thegoſpeliis 
| _ aban- 
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«banner asſplayed,thatall nagions may 

come vntoit. Allthisis verified in iis 

our Engliſh nation. For more then for- 

tie yeares hath God diſplayed this ban. 

ner vmo vs,and more then fortic years 

hath hc ſignificd inthe miniſteric of his 
word, that his will isto giue metcſe & 

faluation ynto vs. Firſt therefore we 

owe vnto Gat all thankfulnes & praiſe 
for this endles mercie.Sccondly weate 
to rcucrence the miniſteric of the 
word, inas muchas God lignifies his 
good will vnto vs therby,& wearein 
all obcdicnceto ſubtect our {clues to it: 
and for this cauſe we muſt ſuffer our 
ſclu:s robe conucrred and gathered by 
it. Subies vſcto reucrence thelerter 
ofthcir Prince, how much more then 
mult we reoerence the letter of the his 
ving God ſent vnto vs.that1s,the mini- 
ſteric oftheword,8& coform our ſelues 
eo it. thirdly,hece we may lcarn toto7- 
ke our miſcrable condition in _— 
\ Fox 
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Boy cough Godfor hisparthauclong 
ſignified his will vato vs touching our 
cucrlaſting good , yet there is nothing 
 tobefoundinthe moſt of vs, but a ne. 

or contempt of the goſpell:and in 
a" places men are —_ bf as the 
Iſraclites were of Mina, VV hat weary 
of the goodnes of God , that offers and 
pRo—_ mercie ynto ys? Yea,verc- 
y. And the more wearic we arcof 
this, the more wearie are we of our 
own happincs , and conſequently ha- 
ſtento our owne perdition. 

Secondly it is to be obſcrued,that the 
rebellion of Icruſalem is againſt the 
ſignifying will of Chriſt, whe he ſaith, 
Iwould ye wouldnot. And henceir fol- 
lowes,thatthe ſignifying will of Godis 
the rule of our obedience and not the 
yarcucaled wil. And threfore ſo oft as 
God ſiguifics vnto vs his will and plea- 
ſure, we mult yecld our (clues in obe- 
dicnce toit «. Now God ſignifies his 


will 
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will three waics(as I baue ſaig) by his 
commaundemems and prohubitiors, 

by his permisſion and by his operatis. 

Therefore when be commaunds, we 
mult obey : when he forbids, we muſt 
alſo obcy. When he permits any curl, 

we muſt be coment. Laſtly when God 
dothany thing 8 bringsit tro paſſe, he 
ſignifies his pleaſure, and we muſt o- 
bey. We are bidden to fay, Thy will be 
done: andthisisnot onely the will re» 
ucaledin his word. but alfo his will re- 
ucaled by any cucnt . For whien any 
thing comesto paſſe, it comes topaſle 
becauſe tt wasthe wil of God.Further= 
more this ſignifying will muſt be the 
ſtay and groundot our patience and 
comfort, For whena thing is come to 


paſſe, the wil of God is paſt vponit 8 


he hari fignified his pleaſure: As for 


example, whenamanis flaine, the will 
of Godis paſt vpon his life, and he harly 
ucts his pleaſure touching: - his- 


death. 


- 
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death. Vpon this conſideration inalle- 
tnts,are weto ſtay our mindes. 
Thirdly ir appeares hence, what 
thinde ruſt be 1n the Miniſters & tea- 
chers of the word. They muſt pur a+ 
way all blinde reſpe&s of profit and 
praiſe, and (imply with honeſt hearts 
applic themſeluzs and their Miniſtcrie 
tothisend that they may gather a peo- 
ple ro God. For that which isthe mind 
of the maſter in any bufines, the ſame 
mult alſo be the minde ofthe feruant: 
the minde of the maſter is here ſer 
downe, How oft would I hane gathered 


Thus much of the will of God: now 
fer vs come to the ſecond point,toc5- 
fider what is the will of man. That 
this may appeare, two things mult be 
hidled.the Nature of mans will, & the _ 


frengththerot.Ot the natare of will, < hw 


fſpake ſomthing before generally,there 
. bs yct ſomewhat more to be added, 
CE SE 
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The nature of mans will, may be ga- 
thered by the praQtiſe thereof, The 
practiſe of will ſtands in fue things. 
The ficſt is the ation of the minde, 


. nam.ly a Colideration of the thing to 


be done, and the ende thereof: the ſe- 
cond is De/tberation of the diucrſe 
meanes , whereby the forcſaide thing 
may be done: the third is, after delibe- 
ration a Determination what ſhall be 
done. T he fourth aQtion is proper to 
the will, andthat is ElefFion, whereby 
the will vpon determination of the 
minde, chooſeth or refuſeth, thatis, 
willeth what ſhall be done, what not. 


The fitth is, thatthe will in all her Ele- 


4 


Qtions keepesand maintaines ber /iber» » 


ie. Becauſe when it wills ornills 
thing, it mooues1t ſelfeſrecly of it ſc 


 towillorconill, without any externall 


compulſion:8 when it wils any thing, 
it ſo wills as {til retaining anatural apt- 
pcs to nillthe ſame: and when it wills 

any 


= 
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any one particular thing , it remaines 
fell apt not to will it, butto will an o- 
ther thing or the contraric. = | 
Againe the will of man muſt be di- 
ſtinguiſhed from the power of man, 
whereby he doth any thing. Viill and 
power in God are onely diltingwſhed 
1n our conceiuing, becing indeede one 
andihe ſamething, namely the cfſence 
of God. And therctore, what God can 
will, he can doc: what he willeth he 
doth: and his willing of any throg is his 
doing of it. Itis nor ſoin man, whor 
can will that whici he can not doe: as 
Paul ſaith, To willts preſent with me, 
but 1 can not ave that which Ivvould, 
Will therctorc isone thing,and pow- 
er todocthe thing willed, an other. 
The (ſecond thing to be handled, is 
the frength of will ,thatis,' what will - 
can doe, what not ;and hovwv farreic 
extends it (clfc. That this may appearc, 
Will muſt be conſidered accordingto 
= Dz ,- the 
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the foure eſtates of man, the eſtate of 
innocencic before the tall, the cſtatcof 
corruption after the fall, the eſtate of 
regeneration after conuerfion, and the 
eſtacc of gloric after this life, 

Inthe ſtare of Innocencie , the will 
of man is a power of willing cither 
good orewll . For God gaue Adama 
commaundement, in which he forbad 
bimrocac ofthe tree of knowledge 
of good & cuill. Adam therefore could 
either keep or break this commaunde- 
ment. This reaſon holds notin vs ſince 
the fall,yer doth it noldin Adam . Be- 
cauſe with the commaundement he 
received thepower to obey: and that 
he could not obey, it appearcd by the 


_ euent;becauſe he did nor obey. Eccle(i- 


ates ſaith , God made man righteous: 
there is the power to will that which 
is good: & they found out many inuen- 
tons: there isallo apower to will that 
which iscuill. Moſes faithto the Iſrac- 


lites, 


CY 
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hath ,bleſſng andcaurſmg : therefore 
chooſe life , that thou and thy ſeed may 
lige Thele wordsare alcentence of the 
law, telling what weought todo, and 
not what we can now do, but what 
wecould do by the gift of creation be+ 
fore the fall, Here adifferece of powers 
muſt be made: the power to will that 
which is good, wasa gift put into A- 
dams heart by God: and the power ts 
will that wbich is ewill , was in him be. 
fore his fallcor agiftbut onely a Poſſe 
biltie towillenill, if he ſhould ceale to 
do hisdutie. And thus had he power to 
will both goog and cuill, | 
In Adams will there were two 
things, Liberrie and Matabilitie . Li- 
bectic was twofoald . The fiſt isali- 
bertig ſimply to wil, or conill,or to ſul- 
pend, And thisis libert#e of nature: be- 
cauſeit is founded in thenature of will, 
from which it cannot poſsiblic be ſe. 
0 D 3 nered; 


before you this auy, bife and yeugoay, 
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uered; andtherefore it ſill remaines in 
the damned ſpirits: becauſe where hfs 
libertiets wanting-there is no will, - 

T he ſecond libertic is a /tbertre of 
grace, which is a power to will or nil 
well.or to will (hat which is good,and 
to nill char which isewll . This hbertic 
is found:d notin the nature but inthe 
goodnes of the will . By goodnes I 
meane the holines ofthe will, which is 
che image of God, And here we muſt 
take heed of the opinion of ſome, who 
thinkthat Adam was created andpla- 
ccd in ſucha condition , in which he 
was neither righteous not vnrighte- 
Ous,but in a meane betweene both. Bur 
this isdireQtly contraricto the Apoſtle 
who ſaith.that mi wascreated io righ- 
tcouſnes & holines. And by this meancs' 
inthe firſt inſtant of Adarns creation, 
he wanted hbertic of grace. Againe.by 
reaſon of this ſecond libertic,, Adam 
had afurther libertie fromſinne anda 

li. 
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libertic from miicrie. 

e The changeablenes of Adams will 
appearsinthis, thatthough it was cre- 
atedin goodnes, yet wasit made chan- 
geably good. For ſuch was the good- 
nesand inclination of his will tro obey 
God,as might be altered and changed 
by force oftemptation . The cauſe of 
this mutabilitie muſt be conſidered, & 
itisthis. That acreature righteous by 

-creation,may remaine eternaland con- 
ſantly righteous , two favours or 


helps of God are required:thef 4]firſt is #1 ofſe velle, *_ 
aPower to perſeucre in goodneſle , Aug, deCore _ 
Without this power the creature of *E&<nme 
it ſelfceaſeth ro be good. The{bJ{ecod Þ 2: Afperie- 


isan Atordced, andthat isthe will co 
perſeuere,or perſeuerance it ſelfe. This 
alſois required with the former , tor 
God giucsnor onely the power but al- 
ſo the will and the deed. Andthe crea- 
turedoth not the good which it can 
do, yalcſk God cauſe it rodo the ſaid 

D4 good, 
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good, ashe cauſed it tobeableto doe 
pn—__ theſe helps the good anga's 

aue, and therefore they ſtand. And ay 
for Adam, he receined of God the firſt 
helpe and not the ſecond. For beſide 


the gaodacs of his will he recerued of 


Goda power conſtantly to perſcucre 
in goodacsifhc wauld: yet theafte of 
perfeucrance was |:ft tothe choiſe and 
libertic ot his owne will. VV e may be- 
hold thelikc in nature.God creates the 
eye and puts into it the facultic of ſee. 
1og,and withall he addestothe eye ne- 
ceſſaric helpe by thelight of the ſunne; 
as forthe aQ ofſecing , it is left romans 
hbertic: for he may ſee if he will; and 
againe if he will , he may ſhut his eyes, 
The phyſician by art procures an appe. 
tice; this done, inthe next place he pra» 
uides couenicar foud: yer the att of ca» 
ting is in the plcaſure of the patier. Far 
he may cat ithe wil, 8 if he will not he 


may abſtaine. And thus God gaue Ada *' 


the 
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the ws to perſcuere in righteouſe 
nes, but the will he left to himſclle. 

Ir may be (aide, if Adam receiued 
power todocgoodif he would, and 
not the-will ro.will that he could, he 
then recciued not ſufficient grace. I 
anſwer : he receiued ſufficient for the 

erfcion of his nature, for the full o- 

edicnce of the wil of God, and for 
the attainment of cuerlaſiing happines, 
if he would not be wanting to hin» 
ſelfe; but he receined not ſufficient 
grace for the cauſing of the immutabi- 
litie of his nature: neither was it of ne- 


celfitie to be given to a creature. A 


goldſmith imcnds tomakea iewell of 
greateſt value & price: he compounds 
irofgold,pearle8 pretiousſtanes:wh& 
he bach brought it to perfeCtion, he 
doth not put tl:is condition to ic, that 
If it fall it ſhallnor be bruiſed or broken, 
And Godcreated Adamin allperteQti- 


. eq, and gauchimapower and ablluie 


0 


yer.qus 
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 tocontinue inthe (aid perfeQion if he 


would: yet did not he put vnto his he 
ture this condition, that-1t ſhould be 
vnchangeable and vnalterable,when it 
ſhould be affailed by the force of out- 
ward temptation. 

The v{c of the former dodtrine. In 
Adams example, we ſec the weaknes 
of the exccllenteſt creature in it ſclte 
without thegracc of God. For Adam 
bauing power to perſcuere, could not 
for all this, ate or put in excquution 
the aide power without the further 
helpe of God. He could fall of him. 
fate, he could not ſtand or riſe againe: 
he could not auoide the leaſt cuill, 
but as he was helped by God. We 
therefore becing (innefull wretches, 
much more are to acknowledge our 
infirmitie, and to aſcribe all we docor 
can doe that is good to the grace of 
God. Thus have the godly alwaies 
done. The Iewes in their repentance 
lay ,Conmert thou me, and I willconuert. 
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The ſpayle of Chriſt faith, Draw vs... .. 
a we will ranne after thee. David NY 
faith, Incline my heart to thy comman- 
dements, turne mine eyes from the be- 
holding of vanitie, and quicken me in 
thy precepts. Avguſtine aid, Grue that 
which thoucommanaeſt, andcommand 
what thug wilt. We aretoGodas the 
ficke man to his keeper, who ſaith, 
Take me vp and I will riſe: hold me 
and I will ſtand. In regard of this our 
frailtic, it isthebeſt for vsrodenic our 
ſclucs, ard by taith to dependeon the 
prouidence and mercic of God. - 

Againe ſuch as beleeue in Chriſt 
hauegreat cauſe tobe thikfull ro God. 
For they hauethe beginnings of fur- 
ther gracethen euer Adam receiued. 
He recciued onely the power toperſe- 
uere in his happic cſtare, it he himlſelfe reppirgiaenn 
would:but they that belecue beſide the 
power ol perſcuerance,receiuethe wil 
and the deed. Paul faith, work your 
faluation with feareand trembling:and 


——_ w 
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thenhe adds, /t is Goathat warks in vs 
the will andthe deed, whereby we ran 
the race to eternalllife. 

In the cſtare of corruption, rwo 
things are to be conſidered of mans” 
will che firſt wharitcan do, and how 
necreit comesto the doing of agood ' 
work. The [econd, what it can not do. 
For the declaration of the firſt, two 
things muſt br confidered'in corrupt 
will, alibertic and-apoſsibilitie. The 
libertie is acerten freedome to will or 
nill, or to ſuſpend . For this libertie is 
remaining ſince the fal of Adam, and is 
natural to the will, from which itcan- 
not polsibly be ſeucred. This hiberrtic is 
large and ſhewethitſelfe inthree kind 
of ations, natur all, humane, eccleſraſti- 
call. Natural! actions are ſuch as arc 
common to men and beaſts, asto cate, 
drink,ſleep, ſmel, heare,zaſte, mooue. 
common experience declares a free- 
domecof will inal{ theſe aftions. | 
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Humane aCtions are ſuch asarecom- 
mon toall men :and I may fily reduce 
chemtothree heads. The firſt is, the 
ftudic and praftiſe of arts, trades,oceu- 


pations aud profelsions of all kindes. . 


And that man hath freedome of will 
inall theſe, experience teſtificth. The 
ſecondis, the goucrnment of ſocieties, 
namely of familics and comon-welths. 
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The Lord ſaid to Cain of Abel , his ap- Gen.45; 


petite ſhall be ſubieft tothee that is, in 
' freedomeot thy will thouſhalt rule 0- 


ucrhim, and his will ſhall be ſubieR to 
thine. Peter ſaid ro Ananias .that, the 


giuing or the not giuing of his lands **## 


was before he gaue them, inhis owne 


libertie. And Paul faith,chat the facher 


hath the power of his owne will togiue Ps. 


ornottogiue his child in mariage, as 
he ſhall ſee occalion. Thethird is the 
praiſe of ciuill vertue, juſtice, tempe- 
rance.liberalitic, chaſtitic. To this pur- 
poſe Paul ſaith,that the Gentiles ab che 

| | things 


en a. 
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thinzcomainedin the law and that by 
nature,For outwardly ro be Faſt jul, 
bounntull and fo forth, isin the power 
ofnaturall and corrupt will, Ir may be 
faid, that theſe things arethe gitt ot the 
Holy ghoſt. I anſwerethus: the gifts of 
the Holy ghoſt are twofold, gifts of 
reſtraint and gifts of renouation. Gitts 
of reſtraint arctuch as ſeruc one}y to 
keep in the corruption of nature and 
not to mortific or aboliſhir. Andthey 
are common toall men both good 8 
bad, and ſeruc onely to maintaine out- 
ward peace'and comely ordes in the 
ſocieties of men. Ofthis kinde are ciuil | 
vcriues . Gifts of renovation,ate ſuch 
graces of the Holy ghoſt, as ſerue nor 
oncly to reſtraine the corruption of 
the inward man , but alſo tomortihie ir 
the root and to make a change of 
our (intull nature. Now vertues of this 
kinde , are onely incident to ſuch asare 
iaChiſt. 

The 
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Thethird kind of aionsare Eccle- 
fiaſticall;Hamcly ſuch as pertainc ro the 
outward duyes of the worſhip ofgod. 
And there is alſoa Libertic of will in 
them. For corrupt and ſinnefullman, 
bath power and libertic to thinke of | 
God, and to thinke many things of Rowuz: 
_ , good in themſclues: power to aCoru4s 
» | © readandſcarchthe Scriptures: power 
to ſpeake and talke of = od gf m_ 
od: power tocome to the congrega» 
| = 42a ſlermon,asthe Alon ry 
ans did: power toconcciue azcale (I 
fay not agood zcale, but onrly azcale I 
ſay) for the maintenance of outward 
dutics of religion. Paul ſaith , chat the 
- - obſtnateIeweshadazeale of God and 
wee followers of the juſtice of the Romo = 
Law; andthat himſelte beeing apharis this, # 
Ge vnconuerted, was vnreproourable 
in reſpeR of the Law of God. Thus 
farre can man procecde by the free- 
dome of corrupt will: and the _ 
y 
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by naturall ſtrength goes ſomewhat 
further, For he is ſaideto befeeue 1 and 
he conceives his faith not by jllumina- 


| tionof theſpiricot God gasniandoths 


but by the remainders of the light of 
nature, and bythe power which yet 
remaines in his corrupted will. For we 
may not _— that ſince his fall, he 
is inlightned by the ſpirit of God in ay 
thing. * 

Thus weſee whatis the libertic of 
corrupt will. Ve muſt yer further 
conceiue it to be full of weaknes and 
imbecilline , which I will expreſle im 
three rules. 

The firſt:that which che willtan wil, 
#t cannot do, nleſſe Goawil, Herupon 
S. Iames bids vs ſay, we will do this or 
that, if God will. And Paul wifhing that 
he might haue a proſperous iourney 
to Rome addsthis clauſe, By the will of 
God. Herode, Pontius Pilate and the 
Iwcsdid aothiog againſt _— 
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that which the counſell of God had 
- determiffed beforeto be done. 


The ſecond : That which the woil 
ten will, it cannot ds without the helpe 
of God: forin him weliue, moouc,and 
haue our beeing. This helpe is two- 
fold, Pre ſeruation of the will both for 
power and ate, and the Diref7row 
thereof, whereby it is ordered and ap- 
plicd rothethingsit willerh. 

The third : Often the will neither 
willeth nor doth the things it caw will 
a#nd de, becauſe it ishindared Ttishin. 
dered ſometimes by the minde thar 
miſleades the will: ſometimes again by 
the workeof Saran. Thus Paul faith, 
* that ſatan hindreahimfrom comming 
to Theſlalonica. 

The vle of this doftrige is twofold. 
Firft the libertie of the will ische con- 
dcmnation of the world. For in civill - 
and Eccleftaſticall ations men doe nor 
that which they can doe: fo farre be 
| E 1 the 
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the moſt from doing that which the 
Goſpel requires, that they de not that 
which nature can doe. Some plead, 
that it they be ordained to ſaluation, 
they ſhall certcnly be laued, otherwiſe 
not: and therefore they ſay they will 
leaue all ro God, and live as they liſt : 
but this ſhall be their condemnation, 
that they haue notliued according to 
ciuill vertue as they might, they come 
not to the Ckurch,they ſearch not the 
Scriptures, they heare not ſermons: in 
a word, they vicnot the good meanes 
of taluation ſo farre as they are ableto 
vſethern by the ſtrength ot nature. 
Secondly , the weakneſſe of will in 
his libertic muſt teach vs to abate our 
pride,and to humble our ſclucs:becauſe 
we can not doe any thing ,nonot ſo 
much as mooue hand, foote , or fin- 
ger without the kelpe of God. Icro- 
boa, whe he had ſtrerched out his hand 
tolay hold ontheprophet , could not 
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ſo much aspullicin againe. And this 


con(idfration muſt hkewiſe mooue vs 


to be thankfull ro God, becauſe the a- 
Qions we doe, wedoe by him. 


The ſecond thing to be conſidered = 


inthe corrupt will, is [c] 4 Poſsibilitie = 


of willing that which 1s good. This 
pokcibilicic ts a cercaine condition ot 
the wil, whereby it cao wilthar which 
is goodafter that God hath preuented 
vs with his grace. A ſtone isnot of this 
yature,neither is the beaſt, becauſethey 
are creatures ynreaſonable, wanting 
both will and vnderſtanding: and ther- 
fore no way capable of grace: whereas 
man in that he hath will and vnder- 
ſtanding, hath a poſvibilitie of doing 
that which he cavnot doe. The fathers 
io this ſenſe ſay,To be able ro have faith 
is nature , to hawe faith indeede is 


KYACE. 


Hitherto I have ſhewed wha: will 
can doc inthe corrupt cltate of man: 
E 2 noVy 
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now let ys ſee what it cannot doe. And 
becauſe here the maine dififrences, 
come to be conſidered, betwceene vs | 
and the Church of Rome; I willfirſt 
lay downe a ſure ground and then 
build vpon it. The ground is this: 
« ' Thoughlibertie of nature remaine, yet | 
libertie of erace that is, libertie towill 
wvoell is loft, extinguiſhed, aboliſhed by So. 
the fall of Ada, I prooueit thus. Li- 
bertic of grace is founded in the good- 
nes or integritie of the will: now this 
goodnes of the will is aboliſhed by the 
fall of Adarn: and therefore the libertie 
it (elfe that is ſounded thereon. _ 
the nes Or integritic of the will is 
wy, ad it hos That which we = . 
pur on in our conuerfion, we want by 
nature: we put of: this goodnes in our 
conuerfjon. For in it we put on the 
Sphgaq Few 1140 created according to the 1- | 
mage of God in inſtice and holines ,as 4 
Paul ſath. Againe if all the "m—_— | 


2 
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and inslinations of the heart becuill, 

"and onely cuill, and continually euill, 

| there is nogoodnes in the heart: but 

| the firſt is true. For the Lord ſaith,chat 

he ſaw the frame of the thoughts of the casy, 

heart tobe onely ewill continually. Paul 

makes three parts of man inthe eſtate 

. | - of Innocence, the bodte, the ſou/e,and vritges 

the ſpirit , that is, the image of God 

wrought by the ſpirit, beciog the or- 

nament and pglorieof both the former. 

Now fince the fall, the ſpirit is turned 

to fleſh : for what ſceuer is borne of fleſy R%s 

#s flee(Gaith.Chriſt,)that is, wholly fleſh 

and onely fleſh: andthe naturall difpo- 

{icion of the flcſh is ro luſt againſt the 

(pirit, VV hat goodnes then can bein = 

the will, He that muſt enter intothe 

kingdom of heauen mult firſt be boywe 

| 824ne: now looke as it is in the firſt 

| birch, fois itinthe ſecond. Inthe firſt, 

an imperfect man is not made a pert 
man, but that which isno man is made 

E 4 aman: 
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a man : evenſoin the ſecond birth, he 
' thatis afinner & hath nothing in him 
tO pleaſe God, is made iuſt and righte- 
ous. For regeneration isnot in reſpeRt 
ofthe ſubſtance of bodie or ſoule, nor 
in reſpe&t of the facultics of the ſoule, 
but onely in reſpec of the goodnefle 
thereof, whichis a conformitic tothe 
will of God. Andif there be any part 
| or portion thercot yet remaining, 
Gr whichs _ cannot be ane whink , but _ 
rn repairing of that which is decaicd, 
orporemeicfns with a canfirmation and increale of 
fay is loſt: the 1t, 


Papiſts ſay 


no. Intellgi Theſecond reaſon. Thercis| a]no 
28914 pote't 0:40- 


Pedal here pi. POWCT OT aptnes inthe will corrupted 


eters adtrve vo hich; bs 
ects <2 22-2 will that which is truly good. Ther 


emcurzt,fi nm fore [ibertic of grace to wil well is loſt, 
babeat ex ſe p- 


. 2entjen a&ivan T AC minor I prooue thus, Ezech. 36. 
tem rent 26. A new beart alſowill I gine you, 


Rurſus, haber po- p : x. - bf 

veniam ren and as new ſpirit will I put within you, 

& wives weperfe- , . 

Gas Bellarn. de 494 1 will take away the ſtonie heart 

WEcs, 8 of your bodie, and Twill giue _ an 
4420 | ears 
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heart offleſv. Here two things areler 
down diltintly. The firſt,that thenew 
& flcſhic heart is the gift of god,thar is, 
an heart readic and apt to giue obedi- 
ence. The (ccond, that there is in vs no 
aptnes or abilitic to recciue this gift of 
God: becauſe our hearts arc ſtonie, 
God therefore giues tie fleſhie hearr, 
' and the aptnes to recciue this gitt by 


taking away the ſtonie heart, Chriſt PE 


ſaith, that none can come vnto him, 
vnleſſe the father Draw himy. Now if 
there were in vs by nature the leaſt 
power or aptnes to come to Chriſt, 
then drawing werenecdleſle, (for that 
argues obſtinare rebellion)2ndir were 
ſufficient to ſuccour , helpe, and con- 
firme the forcſaid power, withour any 
more adoe. Saint Pax ſaith , chat che 


wi fſaome of the fleſy,that is, the beſt in- nomy., 


clinations and motions of the minde of 
ana'ural ni, are not only encmies,but 
eucn enmitie to God, Now in cnmitic, 
E 4 there 
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there is nothing but hatred gndcon+ 
rempt of God. And in the hatred of 
God, what inclinatipn or aptnes can 
there be rologe and obey him? Againg 
Paal (aith , The naturall man is vo# 64- 


able of the things of God: for they are 
Feolifnes to him: neither can be know 


them, for they are ſpiritually diſeer- 
zed. Ja the minde of a naturall man 
there be two things to be conſidered, 
the aft and the power of knowing 8 
approouing that which is truly good. 
And here Paul giues his ſentence of 
both: of the aft, that the minde cannot 
know the thingsof God:ot the power, 
that the minde hath no capablcnes or 
”-= to acknowledge or approouc 

; as a lirdle veſſel hath noaptnes to 
receiue a great quantitic of liquour. A- 


gaine, we arc not 438 or ſufficient of 


our ſeleestothinke a good thought ag 
of ourſclues, but our ſulfidencie isof 
God. Thercfore nature corrupted 
Wants 
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| operation oftheirg;cucnasin the crea- 
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warts -=_ ſo much as tothinke a 
ought: much lcſſe ro will 

that which is good. Againe Paul 

iclls the Epheſians that they vvere Frbame 

dead in ſames and treſpaſſes. And 

this death or dcadnefſe 1s not onely 

inreſpe& of the performance of that 

which isgood , bur alſo in regard of 

powertoperformeit. For ifthelcaſt 

power to do good remaine ſince the 

fal,oan is not as yet, but dying or eg 

drawing on:becaule as yet ſome porti- 

on of ſpirituall life remaines. And if this 

be ſo: how are we quickred together 

with Chriſt : and how isit a wonder, 

ghat the deadbeare the voyee of Chriſt. tos, gag 

Againe,Paul faith tothe Epheſians that 

they were ovee darknes , but noware g 

lightin the Lord . Now in darknes 

there1s noaptnes at all cicher ro giue 

or to receinelight.But how were they 

made light? without any work or co- 3.Cor.g.6, 


Log 
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tionlight was taken not mY ſome oc 
ther precedent beginnings of lig hr,bfic 
out of darknes, which conferred no- 
thing atall ro the beeing ofhght. 

The third reaſon: There isnot one- 
ly an Impotencic to good, but ſucha 
forcible proneſſe and diſpoſition to 
euill, as that we can do nothing but 
fGnne. Teremie ſaith , that the heart of 
man is wicked aboue allthings, who can 
know it . Paul faith that the Romanes 
were once ſeruants of (inne & free in 
re ſpett of righteouſnes:and of himſelf, 
thatthe law was ſpirituall he carnalley 
ſola vnder ſinne. And of vnrepentant 
ſinners he faith , that they arc #7 che 


ſnare of the atuill according to his will. 


And this diſpoſition of which I ſpeak, 
isnot to ſome feiv ſinnes,but to al (inns 
without cxception : becauſe, aseuery 
man takes of Adam the whole nature 
of man , even ſo he takes the whole 
corruptionotmansnature, And _ 
ents 


\ 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


this huge & horrible maſſe of corrup. 
tio fakes place, there all inclination and 
power to goodnes muſt needes giue 
place. Itmay be obiefed,that if the wil 
bein bondage, vnder (in, ithathloſt bis 
libertie quite. 7a/wer; not ſo:for both 
may ſtand together . The priſoner 
though he hauelolt agrcat patt of his 
libertie,yet hath henot loſt al:for with- 
inthe priſon he may {as be will) either 
ſir,ſtand,lie or walk . Andthough he 
which iscaptiueto fincando nothing 
butfinne, yet may he in ſinning vſe his 
libertic: and inthe diuers kinds of cuils 
intended , ſhew: the freedome of his 
will. 

The fourth reaſon, All the goodnes 
we haucand all we candothat is plea- 
ſing to God, is wholly in Scripture af 
cribed co God. Hethat isthe child of 
God,is born of God:wor of b/ood,that is, 
not ofnaturall generatiG: not of the will 
of the fleſh,that is,nox of the power and 
ns 
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inclination of naturall willy, no# of che 
willof man, that is, the heroicall idcli- 
nationof excellent men. Weare the 
workmiſhip of God created in Chriſt 
to good works , Now the creature 
confersnothing to hiscreation, which 
is wholly from the Creator:becauſeto 


A | 


create is not to make ſomething of _ 


ſomething but ſomething of nothing, 
Chriſt Gaith without me ye can dono., 
thiog. Andthe reaſon is there rendred, 
Becauſe Chriſt is the vine , and they 
which belccucare vine briches:which 
branches, that they may bring forth 
good fruit;muſt firſt beſer mo Chriſt, 
and then draw their ſap, tbatis power 

todo good, from him. | 
Patronsof nature againſt the grace 
of God, alleadpe foure ſpeciall reaſons 
forliberry of wilin moral aQts,thar is,in 
things and aftionsgood according to 
the moralllaw . The firſt is this. God 
wth giucn ſundry commandements 
to 


% 
. ®* 
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fo man fince his fall, ſome pertaining to 
the jaw,ſometothe gol +. 2on00es..47 
dementsto turne ymo God,to belecue, 
to repent . And all commandements 
aregiuenin vain, vnkcſſethere be free- 
dome of will todothem or nortodoe 
them. [enſzer firſt ,theſe commande- 
ments ſetnotdowne what we can do, 
but what we ſhould do: they ſignifi 
not our abilitic but our office and du- 
tic, whereby we ſhould pleaſe God 8& 
come to ſaluation. Andifthe comman- 
dements be impoſsible , it isnot Gods 
fault but ours:for they arenor impoſsi- 
ble rocreated but to corruptednature, 
Secondly ,though we cannot wil to 
do that which God commands; yet are 
not his commandements idle.For they 
arethe inſtruments and meanes of the 
ſpiritof God , whereby he elif in ys 

the good he commands. 
The ſecondobieftion,Weare boiid 
togiue ynto Godan account; of allour 
doings 


W 
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doingsin theday of judgement, and * 


' this were not equall valefe we had 


power to will both good and euill. 7 
anſwer , It ſutficeth to binde vs toa 
reckning,, that once we had libertic in 
Adam to will either goodor cuil. And 
all men ſince the fal haue ſome meaſure 
of libertic of will:the wicked libertic in 
ſimne:the righteous libertie induries of 
righteouſnes. 

The third obieftion from reſtimo® 
nies of Scripture. Itis allcadged that 
the Samaritanc , which lay wounded 
berweene Terico & TIerufals is a figure 
of mikind halfe deadin (inn. / anſwer, 
that in parables nothing may be ga- 
thered that is beſide the ſcope thercot : 
and the (cope ofthis parable is nothing 
els, but to ſhevwv who 1s our neighbour. 
Againe, we graum thar libertie of wil 
isnotaboliſhed but wounded.Becauſe, 
thouph hbertic of grace to will welbe 
boſt, ycrlibertice of naturero wil, ftilre- 
| MAaitNcs. 
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maines.Againe thewords of Chriſt to 
the angel of Laodicea, are obieRted. 


Behold 1 ftand at the lore andbnock: :if 
any man open Iwillcome in, Here (ſay Rev-3a6; 


ſome) to knock is the work of grace, 
and to open the work of free. will. 7 
an ſwer,cha: the words, (if any man 0» 
pen)are conditionall: and therefore de- 
termine nothing of the power of will 
cither to or fro, Againe, the words ſer 
not downe what the angell 1 isable to 
do , but what his office is and what be 
can doc by grace. Furthermore the 
place of Demteronomie is obiected, 


The word which I commannd thee is Dem-50a% | 


neere thee that thoumayſt apt. Butin 
theſe words Moſes ſers downe , what 
the Iſraclites can do by the grace of a 
Mcdiatour, who fulfilling the law for 
vs,and giuing graceto obey the ſari 
makes the commandements of the 
law (which otherwiſe are impoſsible) 
to becaſic, Thus Paul hah expounded 


this 


| 
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this text Rom.10.8. where he ſignifies, 


that ſemrences of thelaw nut not [e- 
gally but cuangelically be vnderſtood 
ot thetn that are in Chriſt, and tulfil the 
faw by him, | 

The fourth obiedtion. When man is 
conuerted, he is not conuerted againſt 
his wikfor then God ſhould deale with 
a man after the mannerof aſton: or a 
beaſt . Therefore he which is conuer- 
red is conuerted with the conſent of 
his owne will. A»ſzer.This conſent is 
tot of our (clues but of God. For as the 
conuerſion is of God, ſo is the witto be 
conuerted. Ot this point, more after- 
ward. 

Vpon the ground formetly deliue- 


 red,fundry queſtions of great moment 


arereſolued. The firſt is, whether a na- 
turall man or an infidel,can by the free- 
dome of his will , without faith and 
without the helpe of God, doc any 
worke moratly good, thatis, a worke 
03 
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in which there isno ſinne. They ofthe ER, 

Ghurch fs} of Rome for many hun- $951 MS. 

dred yeares haue anfwered, yea: for 0 

they confidently teach, that 4 1an tony. ine 
efſed with no temptation, may with- pellar.dar ern. 

out faith, bythe ſpeciall belpe of God, $.n** 

and without it , by his owne ſtrength ſo 

abe that whith is morally good, that no 

ſmne at dl{be cemmitted therein. We 

anſwer ,ho: atd that vpon ſufficicor 

warrant. For ſuch asthe beginning of = 

an ation is, fuchis the aRion ir (elfe. 

—_ the rn of —_— 

the beginnings of all their ations: 

mthem Brock noabilitierothinke or 

w will that which1struly good, buta 

continuall diſpoſition tothe contraric. 

AllaQtionsthctefore proceeding thece 

are oncly and continually enill. Vpon 

this ground Pas! faith, that rorhe vn.  _ 

$/eane, the vic of «[tbings is wnclean; hs 

and Chriſt ſaith, #hat an eni/{tree can yay 1c; 

wot bring forth good fruit. And, what- 
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Komu4 34 ſoeuer 14 not of #0 41h, without exceptis 
'--00 79 ſarne, To this doit alwajes 
. ſubſcribed the Orthodoxe andancient 
i Church. . The Arauſican Councell 
<2x3% {aith, [tis fromthe gift of God, that we 
.t..,  keepeour feete from iniuſlice: and, that 


a Nullabogs a] nan doth ne good things which God 
et inables him not to do.Cyprian ſaith, Al 


Hierom.gal.z, VVE-C4P doe 35 Goas, Hierome faith, 
without Chriſt euery vertue is but as 4 
Greg 1 -w% ice, Gregotic, Jf faith be not firſt 
wrought in our beart, other things can 


nat be good, though they [ceme to be 0. 


Deny & Avgultine ſaith cxpreſlely,, thatallthe 
* Coma tut Workes of vnbelecners are fines: be= 
Ot cauſe whatlocucr isnot of faith, is ain, 
oit.,os, Ad he fatththus of Pe/agiasthe here- 
Like : Sometimes he poiſed the power of 

aliqunzum tHe will with ſuch equal! weights in #- 
3d 1104) pec- l od . 

cankunye» WEN OMUAREE, that be might determine 


how it auailed ſomwhat to cauſe vs net 
toſm:whichif it be ſo,there is noplace 
reſerued for the helpe of grase, witheut 
whish, we ſay freewill hath no force as 


= 


| 


wu” 
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=> !geach fhicte are twothings worthic -—- ;,5.- 


. ſaith a/l workes done any woay before 
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all in cauſmg vs not to ſinne. Tn this __ 


obſcruation. One, that (in Augaſtines Nibiladpers | , 
ludgement) freewill of it ſelte hath no vel-dnonpee-) 
force at all to cauſe man not to ſinne. — iron } 
Ofthe ſame mindeis the maſter ofthe 13% ane, 
Sentences, who faith, that man before poo hent®® 
he be repaired by grace can not but f 
fire; though the Schoole afterward 

for the moſi part diflent from him. 

The ſecond, that it was the herefie of 
Pelagiustoteachthat freewil SOME- 

WHAT AV AILETH tocauſe vsnot 

to ſine. With this jumps the deter- 

mination of the Covncell of Trent, $4.67; -- 
when it faith, Let him be accurſed that 


inſtification,are (mries indeed. For thus 
it ivſinuarcs cloſely,that will,beforethe 
grace of iaſtification partly helped, 2nd * 
partly of it ſelfe ,can doe thar which is 
oodatthe leaſt morally;as they ſpeak. 
And this isthe _ lentencealmoſt 
2 of 


Bellar, de gta. 
& lib.arbn, 
$oE-Lhs 


Eg. 95.24 
Ingoctts 
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ofall Papiſts. as age therefore to 
auouch,hat the preſent teligion of the 
Churchof Rome revives in = the 
hereſic of Pelagius, & ia theſc laſt daics 
propounds it again tothe world with 
new varniſh and freſh colours. To a- 
voide this charge, they anſwer the 
place of Auguſtine before allcadged 
thus: VV hen Pelagius faith, the will is 
of forcenot to linne; his theaning (ſay 
they) was, that ; will was of force to 
cauſe vs neuct to ſinne through the 
courle of onr lives. I anfwet againe, 
Auguſtine who knew the meaning of 
Pclagius,ſpeakes not onely of the life 
of man but cuenof particular ations, 
as appeares by theſe words: He that 
fpraies, lead 1 nof into temptation, 


prates that he may not ſonne that is, 


that he may not do any enill.Yincemtius 
Lyrinevſtstooke this to be the herelie 
of Pclagius,that man by his owne tree- 


will might doc ſome good things. For 
S DO nf 
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SE by __Jtheſe ar@ his wards ; bo before that FOI 


ane Pelagius did ever preſume - 
are OY of free war'# a fo 
great, that be did not thinke the grace 
of God was neceſſarie for the helping of 
it in the doing of gooathings 29.. 
to euery atte. 

Itis obicted tothe contrarie, that 
infidels cando things of thelaw which 
arc good: and that they haue bin and 
arcindued with many vertues , which 
are the giftsof God. Anſc Infidels may 
docthings good in their kind,but they 
cannat dathe well:becaule they applic 
th&co wrong endes, as honour, profit, 
pleaſure. Andagoodthing done to a 
wrong ene, ccaſeth to begood,andis 
emill inthe doer. Apaine,the vertucs of 
the Heathen , asthey are of God, are 
good); yet as they arc vicd or rather 
&buſcd efmen,they are turned to fmns. 

Ir is aleadged that wicked Pharao 
© dida good worke, whenhe (aide, / 
F 3 hang 
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TT — 


T Of mary free with 


hane ſamned, the Lordisrightegus,l and, ny mg 


my people are ſinners: pray for me , 57. 
Anfv. This confeſsion is goodin his 
kinde,but nor good in Pharao;becauſe 
itproceeded not of laueto God, but of 
the feare of puniſhment; and it was 
made in hypocriſte, becauſe afterward 


- hehardned his heart. 


Further it jsalleadged , that Nabu- 


gzecha920, Ghadnezzar a heathen man was rewar- 


ded of God for ſacking of Tyrus: and 


' that God would not haue rewarded 


him, if his worke had bin a ſinne. Auf. 
The reward was temporall : and he 
was rewarded for hislabour only, and 
not for the goodaes thereof. 

Laſtly it may be obicted, that if 
wecannot dac good workes by free- 
dome of corrupt will.then all our aQti- 
ons,our eativg,drinking,ſleeping,buy- 


ing, ſelling, and whatſocucr we can 


doe, isfionc:and no finne may be done: 
and therefore nothing muſt þe done. 


Anf. , 


Io Fire grace, By 
Ls Te 7 gr 9c a named, incideme 
@ the life of man; are not Gnces 'of 
themſelues: forthen they mightnor be 
done at all : but they are finnes onely in 
reſpe&t of the manner of doing: be. 
cauſe they are not donein obedience 
to God, and referred to him as to their 
right ende , bygby-cnds are propoun- 
ded. And thisisthe condition of every 
man till he be converted, that hi can 
doe nothing but finne and difpleaſe - 
God, eucn "hen when the aio1/i is 
praiſe-worthiebefore men. '- 

The conlideration of this doftririe 
ſerues to corteQtthe erroniotitopinſ» 
on of many, whothinke thernſelues in 
goodcale and highly in the fatronr of 
God, becaufe they'are not theeues; 
murderers,blaſpliemers,adultcrers&e. 
But alas, they are deceived: there 8 
matter ynough of codemnation with- 
in-chem, though they be 116 orittagi: 
ous m mins For all they dac'iz 
| F 4 fans. 


mn —— — 


3 Ofmenfreemil 
finne beforc God,tillthey be rene\ 


by grace. Incating drinking? ſleeping}. -— 


ing, (clling, iq all they doe they 
ow \ ones. cating, drinking , ſlee- 
ping,buying ſelling ace ſinncsin them. 
felucs,bur becauſe they faile imthe right 
manner of doing theſe ations. 

Secondly,in that we can donothing 
bur linnetill we be regenerate, we are 
taught toacknowledge our bondage 
vnder {ine and Satan; yea,vve mult la- 
baur to feele this bondage,8: to grone 
vnder the burden of ir. This being don, 
we muſt goe further yer, & with hun- 
andabieſti bearrs ſecke rothe 
Mecdiatour Chriſt, whopreachcth de 
hucrice tocaptives, & withal giuesde- 
liverance from finge.Saran, hell. death, 
nation, to all ſuch ag with tou- 

ched and bruiſed hearts flie ynto him. 
The (ccond queſtion is , whether a 
paturall man by the power of his will 
may be able to refiſt and oucrcome a 
; | (emp= 
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J he is abi#to overcome leſſer and cafier = A 


TY and God, free grace. 7) 
eepration. The [4] Papiſt anſwers, that yewrin.; 


termprations of himſelfe , yea and grea- Bdlsr4egrat 
ter too,if he be helped by Rnd hatin | 
ſundry temptations do not exceedthe 

ſtrength ofmans nature. But we areto 

hold and we teach the contrarie, that 1 
the will of manſince the fall of Adam '< 
cannot oucrcome ſomuch as the leaſt | 
temptation. Becauſe the power wher- 

by atempration ſhould be ouercome,jis 

loft and aboliſhed, that isthe power to 

nill that which is cuill and to' will that 

which is good . And where is na 

power to reliſt there can be noreſi 

ſtance, When we pray to God,8 ſay, 

Lead vs wot into temptation , we 2c- 
knowledge that there isnotempration 
atallchatwecanofour clues withſtad 

without the helpot God. Peter bidds 

vs refit Sathan onr adver ſari : and he | 
ſhewesthe right meanes when he adds 55868 = *© 
theſe wotds,Stedfeft in faith. 


—— 
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© Iris obieRedthatanaturallmancan, * 
Either (innc or not ſinne., 1 arff wer 1tes)- EO O-- 
erucin regard of ations pertatning to | 
outwardgouyernment and in regardof 
open linnes » murther, theft, adulterie, 
&c. yetnot alwaics true, but onely at 
\ | ſome times. For cucn the righteous 
by F ſomctime fall into open offences. And 
+ though the naturall man. occaſioned 
tolinne, abſtainc from open offence, 
yct gets heno vitorie. For though he 
auoid the outward a&, yet cannot he 
auoide the wicked inclination of his | 
heart. And the abſtinence from.out- 
ward (inne is not without {inn . Be» 
caule ir proceeds from. a perfor) vnre- | 

copciled (0 God, it hath nor hisbegin= = * | * 
ning trom faith : againe, iris for by-re- 
ſpetts , for the getting of praile, the a+ 
yoiding of open ſhame, andnotfor the 
© honourof God. TO | 
* The.qhird.queſtion is, whetheran — | 
varegenerate. man bythe power of = 

" w 
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KT. b- -wvill can obleruc the law though not 
\ {ly , yet in reſpeR of the ſubſtance of 


cheat. Thedoctrine of long time hath 
bin in ſchocles and church,that he car 
and the doQrine of all papiſts at this 
day is , that hecan ithebe helped by 
God:andthat by his owne ſtrength, he 
may keep all the morall precepts lo as 
no op + comitted , o for ſome ſhort 
ſpace ofrime. Burthetruerh is, he can 
not. For if we graunt and ſuppoſe ax a- 
Aion, we mult preſuppoſe the ground 
and begipning thereot, Now the inte- 
gricie or ſanitie of will, whereby it was 
able ro will that which isgood 1s the 
ground ofa goodatand itisloſt; and 
therefore there can beno keepifiy of 
the law in reſpec of ſubſtance . The 


0 Bell. deprat, 
C.6.in fice ; 


ſubſtance of the firſt table is, to lave 


God withall the beare ,ſoule, ſireogth; 
and the ſubſtance of all negatiue com- 
mandemets is, Thor ſhalt not laſt. And 
ke natural will can not pakibly ceach 

[x 


Luther, 
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cothedoing of thele. Ir isafeadged{” - 
thata naturall manmxzy giue almes&: * 
doe iultice to others, and ſuch like. / 
&nſwere ,intheſubſtance of any dutie 
commanded there be two things, the 
attobedone, and the manner of do- 
if ingit:and thatisrodoitinfaith, with a 
ak: d '_  mindetoobcyGad, andtointend his . | > 
{nf honourthcreby . And this manner of 
doing a workeis the forme of cuerie 
work,that makes it to be good indeed: 
and without it , workes commaunded 
inthelaw, arc but as a bodie withour 
life or (oule , or as matter withour 
forme. Will therefore is vnable to ob- 
ſerue any one commandement or fo WO 
muctfas any one worke ofa comman- 
. . dementin hisowne imtire ſubſtance. 

:> Andic mult be remebredas a maine 
ground, that the law beſide externall 
duties requires inward obedience ,in 
knowledge of God & his will, in faith, 
Lope,louc;paticnce, and the ſubicAion 
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of ourthoughts,wills,and affcionsto 


ward and ſpirituall obedience, the Ho- 
ly ghoſt ſaith, the law is impokible, 
Rom. 8. ver.z. andtbat the wiſedome 


- of the fleſh can not be ſubic& co the 


law of God, y.7. that this is the yoake 
which ncither we nor our fathers 
could beare. AR.1t5.to. | 

Againeic wasthe herclic of __ 
us, that a man by the ſitength of hi 
owne free-will may keepe al the com- 
mandements of God though (as they 
fay)he doth it ſomewhat hardly. And 
the Papiſts are not farre from this 
when they ſay , that man by natural} 
ſtrength may keep the whole law for 
ſomelitle time, | 

The fourth queſtion is, whether na- 
turall corrupted will can any way pre- 
pare and diſpoſe it ſelfe to his owne 
converſion & iuſtification: that is, take 
away the impedimentsand make hint 
{clte apt and capable of his iuflifiext- 


epiſt. 
Augult 


will f God. In reſpec of thisin» | 


Y 


Aug.deherel” 
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vers hundreds of yeares thaf will cart 
docit: and the doftrine of the papiſts 
now is, thatthe will ſo it be ſtirred v 

by God,can do it.Bur the hone 
is,that will can not . The conuerfion of 
afinnerisacreation : and nocteature 
can preparcit ſclfe to his owne creati.. 


on . That very thiog, fc] whereby a 


..man ſhould prepare himlelfe to any 


good dutie, tsloſt by Adamsfall : and 
thereforethe worke of preparation is 
Gods and not ours; vileſſe ir be poſi- 
ble for atm, dead in his ſmnes topre- 
pare himſelfro his own - wg viuifi- 
cation:by nature weareſcruis of finne 
& our libertic beginsin our iuſtificati- 
on. Therefore before we are iuſtified, 
we can not fo much as will that which 
isgood. Indecdthe Ifraclites prepared 
their hearts to ſeeke the Lord: and E- 
zra prepared his heart to ſeeke the law 
of the Lora. But this was the worke of 
FMcry 


« ® 


on. The [b]doQtinehath bin for di; 


ant Gods free grace. 
men regenerate, whereby they renued 
igthemMHues the purpoſe of obeying 
God and of pcrſcuering in ductics of 
godlineſſe. 

The fitt and the principall queſtion 
of all is, wherher anaturall man can wil 
his owne converſion or regeneration. 
The learned among the papiſts-reach 
onthis manner, | a] That will alone 
by ic ſelfe cannot: yet that willcan,if it 
be preuented and ſtirred vp" by ſome 


x 


% 


$2 
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Glgy 


good cogitation caſt into the minde 


and ſome gooddelire ſtirred ypin the 
heart, and be withall helped and dire- 
Qed by God. They vſeto open their 
mindcs by theſe compariſons. The eye 
in darknefle fees nothing and is as it 
were without the facuktic of ſecing:yer 
if an obicbe ſet beforethe ie 8 lighe 
be brought inhen can it ſee. Againe,2 
man liesaflcepe ina dungeon , and he 
doth not ſomuch as thinke of com- 
miog torth:yer let amancome mw call 

im, 


Coſter. 


; znchi, 
c de ib arts 
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him, he willthen awake, raft holdof 
the cord ; put vnder his armc holes , as 
Jeremiedid,& hag thetvpori. And be- 
ing thus helped, be both can and doth 


. comeforch ofthe dungeon. The do» 


Arine we teach isthe platneconrarie, 
That will before it be turned endcon- 
werted cannot ſo much as wilt his owne 
tonuerſron Thisfollowes vpon the for- 
mer ground:for the power to wil that 
which istrucly good is loſt:a powerto 
will out conuerſion isa power to will 
that which is good : thercfore the 
wer to will our owne conuertion is 

ſt . Beſide preventing and exciting 
motions that ſeruetoſtirre vpandthelp 


rhe will, there is further requircd that 


the will be regenerate , before ir can 
will that which is good: and without 
thisgift of regeneration (which isthe 
truc preuenting grace) all external} 
motions and excitations to that which 


4 


"VE 


him, and rcach downea corde yntd.-< 


., 


4 


® 
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< Js good ,are of no effet. Forthe cauſe 


ngilt godbefore the cf, Now that 
the will may affefand will that which 
is good, the caule is the regeneration 
thereof: in which is giuen tothe will 
hot onely a new aCtion, wherby it wils 
well, but al{o a nevv qualitie,, whereby 
itis able and can will well. Andthisa- 
biliue of willing well, gocs before the 
att ofgood will.as the cauſe before the 
cffe&. VV hen a man is dead,chafc him, 
and rubbe him, putaqua-vitz into him 
to warme himat the heart : when this 
is done, take him by the hand , plucke 
him vp, and bidde him walke: for all 
this, he will not ſtirre theleaſt ioyor, 
neither can he. All chafiog and rub- 
bing,all ſpeech & perſwaſio,&all helps 


inthe worldbe jn vain, vaſes the ſoule 


be reſtoted to tlie body. Eutſono per... 
pot ic to the mind, nor good 

ces to the will, are of any moment, 
till che image of God ſtanding in holi- 


nes, 
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nes, which is a conformitic withthe * 


will of God, andthe very ſoyle of out” 

foulcs, begio ro be reſtored. Nay,the | 
minde 1s yncapable of any good 
thought, and the will of a good de- 
fire, til God oncc agatne create in 
them a new qualitic or propertic of 
holincfſe , that the minde in thin- 
king may thinke well ,and the will in 
willing may will well, or, will that 
which is good. For though it be the 
nature ofthe will co will ar nill yet the 
proper and formall beginning of wel 
willing 1sthe integritie or goodnes of 
the will. It is obiced, that the will to 
accept and recciue grace,is in vs before 


grace be recciucd. I avſw.thus, the firſt 


a of wil, whereby the wil in his rege- 
ncration begiusto aſſent vato God,8 
begins to wilro'be converted;is indeed 
the worke of the will, (becauſe it js the 
will chat willeth) yer doth it notariſe. 
gtthe naturall ſtrength of the will, but 
' from 


Ins 
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—_ from thegrace of God, thatreneweth 


i® Forto willto be regenerate , is the 
eff& and teſtimonic of regeneration 
beounne. Paul handling the point of 
the predeſtioarion and wwſtification of 
aſinner,compares Godto a potter,and 
vs to clay. Now the clay, befote it 1s 
framed to a veſlell of honour, 8 while 
it isin framing, it is meerely paſsiue , 8 
doth nothing at all tor the framing of 
ir ſelfe. VV hen amanis to be regene- 


rate God takes away the ſtonie heart, rec. 8; 


that is, by nature diſobcdient and alto- 
$ether vnapt ro obey: and he ginesa 
fleſhic heart, chat is, pliable and flexible 
to obedience. Now to will to becon- 
ticried is a good thing, and one point 
of true obedicnce:andrtherefore it pro« 
ceedesnot from the heart of man, till it 
be mollified and framed by God to 
that which is good. VV hac haſt thou, 


faith Paw/, that thou haſt not receiued? x.Coe.s; 


andif thou haſt receiucd it, why doſt 
| _ 03 thou 
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thoy boaſt? Now,ifto willjobehea3 =. þ 


ledwycreot vs, we haue matt& of bog» 
ſting in gut ſclucs. Againe he ſaith, vye 
are nor ſufficicnt or able to thinke a 
good thought as of our (clues, but our 
lufficiencic 150f God : much lefle then 
can we of our ſclacs will or deſire to 
be regenerate. The heahh and life of 
the ſoule is of God, who raiſcth vs 
from.dcathto life : now to wilkto be 
hcaled andto will toliue vnto God zis 


\ - - the beginning of health and life. A 


certaine Councel ſaith thus: If any man 
doe auouch, chat God doth expett our 
will, that it may be purgea from ſame : 
ana deth nat confeſſe that is 15 the ope- 
ration of the ſpirit of God in vs that 
deth makewys to willrobe purged he re- 
f#ts the holy Ghoft ſaying by Salomov, 
The willispreparedof God. Auguſtine 
faith, /t is not in him that willeth, nov 


_ - tn limibatrunnth but in God that 


ſheweth wercie, that allmay be ginen to 
2H 6% G 


. 
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' = God, who bath prepares the willof mn 


#9 be helSed,, ana helps it beting vrep4- 
red: whoprenents himrhat wileth thas 
he may will, and follower him with helge 
that willeth, that he willnot in vaine. 
Tizcy which are bodily ficke , can will 
tobe healed before they beginne ro be 
healed: becauſethey be aliue : but they 
which are fpiritually licke infinoe be- 
fore their comuerſion, arc deadin theit 
finne: and therefore they can neithet 
thinke, or will, or defire their con. 
uerſion, When Chriſt was about to 
cure alicke man, he mooucsthisque. 


ſtion to him , Wilt thou be healed?;,,;,. 


and ſo when God isabout the worke 
of regeneratioin any man, he inward- 
ly mooues the queſtion in thehearr, 
whether hebe regenerate or no: arid 
by this meancs ſtirres vp adeſite'to be 
regenerne. If any manthinke, that by 
this doftrine , men are regenerate a- 
gainſt heir wills: I anſwer,ywhen _ 
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þeginnes to regenerate vs,he makes vs ©. 


then willing , beeing otherwiſe by $1- 
- ture vnwilling:andvhus he regenerates 
vs not againſt our wills , but with our 
wills; yetſoasthe willingnesto be rc- 
generate isnot of vs but of God, It 
may bealleadged further, that the Act 
of the will whereby it wills tobe con- 
ucrted , gocs before the atte of God 
whereby heturnes vs ro himſelte: and 
that otherwiſe, we are conuerted 
without our conſent , and that God 
workes vpon vs as vpon a blocke or 
ſtone, Avſwer, In reſpeR oftime they 
arc both done together: but in reſpeR 
oforder of nature, firſt the will begins 
to beturned of God , before it can will 
ro beturned. For cucty cauſe is before 
tus eff, ifnot intime, yet in prioritic 
of nature. The wil conuertcd,ſo ſoone 
as God hath begunne to renew it, wils 
to be renewed: and it could ngt will 
the conucrfion of it ſclfe, ynleſſe it bad 
955 for- 


. 
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formerly taſted the goodnesthercof. 
And though we ficſt teele the deſire to 
be conuerred before the grace of con- 
uerſton, it is nothing: for ſometimes 
weperceiuethectte& beforethe caule: 
as we ſee the ſight of the ſunne betore 
the funne:and we {ce the light ofa can- 
dleina houſe before we ſeethe candle. 
Thertore to will to be regenerate may 
be the ctfe& of regeneration beguune, 
though ir ficlt of all appcare. For the 
better clearing of this our doQtine, I 
will propound two other queſti- 
ONS. 

The firſt , whether the will of man 
by his naturall ſtrength, be any cauſe of 
his owne conuerſion. The anſwer of 
the Papiſt is,that the wil isa cauſe with 
the grace of God : and that both toge- 
ther worke our conuerſion; grace as 
the principall, will as the lcfle principal, 


[b]and both as cauſes formally Bur web nettor.dege, 
each and hold(asthe truth is)that will, CP 
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inthe Atof working , cflcfing, pro- 
ducing of our conuerlion or tgeners- 
tion, isno cauſe at all,bur int ſelfe con+ 
{idered a mecere patient or ſubicR to 
receiue the grace of conuerfiongiuen 
and wrought by God. Itis abſurdto 
thinke,that acreature ſhould be a cauſe 
of his creation, or adcad man of his 
ickning. Therefore (as I thinke) the 
Todrine of them that teach, that there 
arcthree cfficicnt cauſes of mans con- 
ucrſjon,Gods ſpirit, Gods word, mans 
will, hath his deteQ. The fpirut isthe 
principall cauſe, the word in his right 
v{cisthe meancsor inſtrument, wher- 
by the operation of the ſpirit is effeu- 
all. As for the willof manic ſtands one- 
ly asa Paticnt or obicQ of diuine ope- 
ration. Ir is alleadged, that men which 
repent, arc warthic praiſc therefore : 
and this can not well be, vnleſle re- 
pentance proceede from treedome of 
will. I 48ſ#er: repentance is ms 


4s 
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'® becauſeitis a thingthatpleaſeth God, 


Adintat reſpec praiſe-worthic: and 
the repentant perſon is praiſed, not be- 
cauſe he is the cauſe of his owne ue- 
pentance » but becauſe he repents bee- 
ing thereto inabled by the mercic of 
God. 

Thelecond queſtion is, whether the 
conuerſion of afinner be inthe power 
of mans will & way. The anſwer of 
the papiſt is, that our regeneration and 
conuctſion is in part in the power of 
mans will: ſoasthe will ftirred vp can 
cither apply irſelte ro che grace of God, 
or reicCt the ſame. Contrariewiſeſ] 
we teach, that regeneratioisnot with- 


in the power of mans will, butthar it *** 


wholly depends on the will of God: & . 
that, when God wil convert andrenue 
ys,though will for his owne naturebe 
aptto reſiſt, yer inreſpet af Gods vn» 
chaupgeable will, and io reſpeRof the 
clficacic ot his inwardoprration,it can 

not 
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For when God himſelie workes ar 
thing , his worke can not be reſiſted, 
For his working of athing is onely to 
will it to be:and his will can not be reſi- 
ſted. Now in mans converſion , he 
workes the will and he workes the ated: 
and he cauſeth men to vyalke in his 
commanaements . Reſiſtance there- 
fore can not be made Wccondly the 
Scripture eucrie where teacheth that 
our conucrſion-& laluation wholly de- 


pendson Gods wil, 8 not onthe wil of 


man.Ot the diſtination of man & man 
inthe matter of faluation Paul allead- 


geth theteſtimonie of Motes, It 7s ne#-. 


ther in him that willeth noy in him 
that runneth ,but in God that ſheweth 
mercie. Our Sauiour Chriſt teacheth 
that the ſecrers of the kingdome of 
God arc reucaled to forme and to o- 
thers concealed besanſe thepleaſure of 
Gods fo:and becauſe this gitt of vnder- 

| ſtanding 


' 


not reliſt andrepellthe workgof God, ©. 


4 
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__ giuen to ſome and not to 
hers. Our conuerſion is tearmed a 
new generation anda new creation: 
for thiscauſe it cannot depend on the 
will of manat all, becauſe a creature 
hath not hiscreation or generation in 
his owne willſo as he may either ac- 
cept or refuſeit. And it isagreat oucr- { 
ſhaddowing of Gods grace , to make 
the hauing orthenot rub of it, to 
be in the choiſe of mans will . But the 
text in hand is obieCted, VV hen Chriſt 
would haue conuertedIcruſalem,they 
reliſted and would nor. 7 anſwer:there 
is adouble worke of God . One is,cut- 
wardly inthe word and ſacraments to 
offer grace : and this indeed may be re- 
liſted, Ofthis Chriſt ſpeakeshere,whe 
he ſaith hey won/aner:& Stephen whe 
he faith chey reſgtedehe Holy ghoſt The 1... 
Lord faith,Gen.6.2.. My ſpirit ſhalinot 
alway Hrine vvith man : and Peter 
applies this ſtriving of Nohes Mini- 
CD ſerie 
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- ſerie ſaying, that Chriſt went In ſpirie 
anapreached,.Þct.3.19. Thetecond 
when God inwardly by his ſpirite, 
turnes , renues , ſanftifics the whole 
man:and this worke can not berelilted 
by the will ofman; no more then La- 
zaruscould reſiſt the worke of Chriſt, 
when he was raiſed from the dead. If ie 
be ſaid.thatthis doQtrine aboliſheth li- 
bertic,becauſe it cannot chooſe and re- 
fuſethegraceof God. 7 anſwere: the 
angells of God, which will good and 
can not will cuill , have ncuertheleſle 
perfe&libertic of will. And it is greater 
perfeftion of libertie freely and, onely 
to willthat which is good, then to be 
able to will both good andeuill. Heis 
at morelibertic, that cannot be a ſer- 
nant, then he which may be cither a 
freemanor aſeruame. And anecelsitie 
of yeclding to the will of God is no 
hurtto our will . For itisa ſpeciallli.. 
berticzto wil chat which God wills and 


nothing 
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nothing cl(e. By all this which hath big - - - -.- 
Gidit apdcarcs, what is the difference. 
berweene vs andthe church of Rome 

in the point of free-will . They faylt- 

bertie of grace to will well is onely 
weakened, diminiſhed, and held cap- 

tive by fine: we ſay it is quite loſt and 

abolifhed by the fall of Adam. 

Againcby the former doQtine , the 

common queſtion iscaſilic anſwered: 

namely wherein lies the efficacic of 
Godsgracc. [ 4] Some papiſts anſwer a Thee. com 
that itlics ordinarily inthe free conſent ms + 4 
and cooperation of free-will ioyned  ,-- 
with grace. Andthis ſecmesdireQly 2----47 | 
to be the opinion of the councell of © Þ 
Trent. But (þ)this is much derogatoric bP.tmme ds. - 
ro the divinc grace of God to place the & 4440. 
efficacie thercotf in mans will : and it 

miniſters much matter of boaſting yn- «.Cor. 4 
tomen. Others placcthe efficacic of 

grace inthe congruitie of the obie&, 

bac, in mal prfalions which 
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zellzr.Segrar. God knows to be apr and fir ro mooue 
———_— aud allure the will accordinf to im 
by Molinaas condition therof, euen as a beaſt ismo- 


{d.de i ucd bythe fight of a bontte of hay . But 

—_ there is no ctficacie in thefe perſwaft- 

amt onspreſented rothemind: becauſe the 

will lies in thraldome and bondage vn- 

der ſinne and Sathan. And the wil muſt 

not onely be helped,bur alſo be deliuc- 

red from this bondage, before any per- 

 (waftonsean mooueit.Lumbard in his 

Tomb 14-9: ime much declined from thepuritic of 

| the former dates : and yethe is farre 

founder then the Ieſuites of our daies 

For he'ſaith rhus: Free-willnow i5 hin. 

iſ per grati- a&red by the law of the fleſh from abing 
am lideretur OY A.» s. 2 X 

. atliuverar, 2094 avaſtirredvp to euill, ſo as it can 

_ © not will and doe good, wnleſſe it be atlt- 

weredand helped by grace. WWeleauing 

the papiltsintheir differtions place the 

x efficacic of graccin the graccit ſelfe . 

th644 For Chriſt ſaith, Euctiemanthat hath 

heardandicarncd of thefarher comes 

ynmo 
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vnto me. Againe we place itin this,that 
"or adgs £ ſceond grace to the firſt, 
or hauing.giuenthe power he ſtaics 
notthere,but procceds further & giues 
the will, and wich the will the deede. 
And thus is the grace of God ctte- 
Quuall, | 
The conſideration and vſe of this & 
the former doctrines is of greatconſes 
quent. For if libertie of gracebeloſt, 
great isthe neceſstic of our tedempti- 
on by Chriſt and great isthe exccllen- 
cie thereof.Sccondly this doQrine cuts 
off the excuſe of all ſinne: for though 
we finneneceſlatily becauſe libertie of 
grace isloſi:yet we linne freely,becauſe 
kbertic in cuill remaines. Thirdly it ap- 
peares hence, that man of himſclfe can 
not haue or retaineany goodneſſc, but 
that which God giucth andpreſeructh 
tn vs. Thisthing muſt moue vsto pray 
earneſtly for the grace we want:and to 
giuc hcartic thanks for the graces we 


baue. 
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have. Fourthly we are taught deeplie - 


co hible our ſclaes for the loſe of oug 
libertic and for the bondage vnder ſin; 
and topray inſtantly for deliucrance by 
Chriſt. Fiftly , ſeeing of our ſelues we 
can not preuaile againit thEleaſt remp- 
ration, we muſt pray to be guided and 
akiſted continually by God.Laſtly,ſce- 
ing our conuerſion depends on Gods 
metcie and not on our will , we are 
taught rodenic our owne wills, wiſc- 
dome, power; and toaſcribe our iuſti- 
fication and ſaluation wholly and onc- 
I}rroGod. 

The third eftate of man, is the cſtate 
of regeneration: in which the wil hath 
power to will , partly that which is 
good aud partly that whichis cull, as 
daily expcrience dedareth in the lines 
of inſt tnen, Andthe reafon is, becauſe 
the will of man renued, hath in it 2 
three-fold ibertic. The firſt is, the #- 


bertie of nature, to will or nill which 


- 
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tsin all men. The ſecond is, /ibertie of 
ſwne, wiereby the wil when it willeth 

any cuill, willeth ttfccely . And this li- 

bertie is diminiſhed according to the 

meaſure ofgrace, which God beftow- 

eth. Thethird is //bertie of graceto 

will that which pleaſcth God, andiris 

reſtored inpartin regeneration: (o far 

forth as libertic to ſinnc is diminiſhed , 
And becauſe theſe three alwayes re- 
maine inthe will to the death , there- 

fore ſometimes it willeth well, ſome- 

rimeeuill, ſometime both : and inthe 

beſt ations we doe there is a mixture: 

decauſe they are nor perteftly good 

for the cime ofthis lite, bur partly good 

and partly cuill. 

That this power of the will may the 
better appeare,, I willpropound foure 
queſtions. The firſt is, whether the will 
preuented or renued, haue any troake, 
action , or opcratio inthe firſt regene« 
ratica ofafinner./ «nſwer:Inthe reno- 
ER. A. 
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uation or conuerlion of a ſinner I cor 
fider ewothings. Firſt , the beginting 
or groundthereot , andthat isthe ſet- 
ting or impriming of new qualiticy 
and inclinations in the minde, will, afe 
feQtions of the heart. And this is the in- 
cire or meere worke of Godin vsand 
vpon vs: and weinit are merely paſ- 
þ a= atttve, The ſecond isthe Eui- 
dence of the former innew and ſpirie 
euall ations, as namely jn'thinking, 
willing, and deſiring that which 1s 
good. Now theſe ations are workes 
of God inand by mans will : and mans 
will isnot onely aSubictt of them, bue 
alſo an Inſtrument. A Subic&, in that 
God isthe firſt and principall worker 
of theſe workes in the will. An Tnftru.. 
ment, becauſe ic pleaſeth God to vie 
the will, and comooue it by his grace 
for the ating and cffcing of the 
thiogs which he appointeth. And thus 
the will is not merely paſiuc, but 
; paſsime 


wo | 
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paſ5ine and attire both: firſtpaſzne, 
and thewaQtiue. For beeing aCted and 
mooucd by God, who works the will 
and the dcede, it alſo ateth and moo. - 
ueth, And we doe not vtterly denie 
the Co-optration of mans will with 
Godsgrace. It is neceffaric indeed thar 
God firſt regenerate vs and make vs 
his children and new creatures. And 
in chis thing , we doe not Co-worke 


with God, but tandas patients, that 


God may worke vpon vs and reforme 
ys cuen tt the ſame manner, as when 
he made vs in the beginning without 
any helpe of ours. Yet, after our rege- 
neratio, by fatth we are brought from 
life rodeath,and ro will is preſent with 
vs, though in weake meaſure by rea- 
ſon of the remainders of corruption: 
and then we begin to be Co-workers 
with the grace of God, mooued to will 
and fo indeede willing that which is 
good, In this ſepſe baue the learned 
Cong: H 2 ſaid, 


PFroſper.con- 
wa Collat.is. 
Devoc.Grmt. 
1. 34-39» 


s Velle - 
re,velle reli- 
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aid, that which #5 repaired in vs,is nos 
repaired withont v3: and, tha God ig 
them whome he calls, prepares the will 
that it maybe areceiuer & hanamaid 
of bis gifts. 

The fame anſwer in ef I pro- 
poundan other way. In the worke of 
our regeneration, three graces be re- 
quired, the preucnting grace,the wor- 
king grace, and the co-working grace. 
The prexenting grace is, when God of 
his mercy ſets and imprintsio the mind 
ancw light, in the willa new qualitic 
or inclination, in the heart new affei- 
ons. The working grace is, when God 
giucs to the will the afte of well-wil- 
ling, namely ]che will to belecue, the 
will to repent, the will to obey Godin 
his word, The Co-working grace is, 
when God giuesthe deedeto the will, 
thatis,the cxerciſc and practiſe of faith 
and repentance. The firft giues the 
powcr of doing good, the ſecond the 


wil, 


and Gods free grace. 117 
will, the thirdthe decde: andallthree 
Togither make the worke of regene- 
ration. Now the wil of man in reſpeR 
of opcration, doth not concutre with 
Gods preucnting grace, bur is merely 
patient as a ſubieft to recciue grace. 
For ir is the proper worke of Godto 
ſet or imprint anew facultie or inclina- 
tion inthe will, and that without any 
ation of the ſaide will. Neuertheleſle 
the will becing once renewed andpre- 
ucnted, concurreth by his operation 
with the working and Co-working, 
grace of God. For the wil becing moo- 
ued by grace, willeth and doth indeede 
' that whereto it is mooucd. And the 
will ro obey God, or to performe any 

like dutie,proccedes ioyntly fromtwo 

cauſes. From gracc:inthat it mooueth 

and cauſeth the will to will to beleeue. 

Fromthe will of man: in that beeing 

pr and mooued by God, it wi 

kth to belecue, or todo any like dutie. 
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And therefore the ancient ſaying hath 
his truth , He that made thee*withod#8 
thee, avth not regenerate or ſaue thee 
without thee. Becauſe our converſion 
is not without the motion andconſent 
of will, as our creation was, And that 
wedoe not miſtake in this point , the 
order that is berweene mans will and 
Gods grace , muſt here againe be re» 
membred. In refpe& of tume they are 
both rogether, and concutre inthe ve, 
ry firſt mornent of our regeneration: 
in reſpect of the order of nature, the 
will doth not firſt begin char which is 
good, and then after borrowe aide 
trom grace: but grace preucnts,renues, 
and mooucsthe wall , and then the will 
moouecd or changed, wils to be con. 
netted and robe healed inthe firſt in, 
ſtant »f conuerſion. 

Tis operation of the will ,co wil 
to belecue, ro wiilto repent andto 0. 
bey,isthe leaſt grace and (igne of Gods 
fauour: 


and Goat free grace. T19 
fauour : (fornothivng can beleſlethen 
w wil redothat which is good:)yet is 
ir of great 8 excellet price. For it bath 
the promiſe of God annexcd toit. The 
propher ſaith to the rebellious Iſrac- 
clites, # aſh and make you cleane——: 
ceaſe to ave euill, learne to ave well 
Now they might peraducnture lay, 
Alas, wecan not waſh our (clues: he 


therefore addes, If ye will andobey,that very, 


is, if ye doc but will to beclenſed, and 
reſtifie this will by your endeauour tc 
obey, ye ſhalleate the goodthings of the 
{and. And Chriſt (aith,that the heauco- 


ly father giucth the holy Ghoſt ro the 11s 


that dclire him. And cothem that are 
in Chriſt God accepts this Ate of 
goodwill for the deede itfelfe. Marke 
the comfort that flowes ſrom this do. 
Arine. The ful obedience to the law of 
God is impoſsible toall men, except 
Chriſt, inthislife : yea rothem which 
arc conuertcd and ſanftified and grear- 


H 4 ly 


ifs 1.16. 
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ly defire the: fulfilling of the law in 
themlelucs: and therefore naman can 
be iuſtified by it before God, and ob- 
taine ſaluation thereby. Neucrtheleſſe 
faich in Chriſt and repentance is ſo 
farre forth poſsible, toall that will and 
haue a deſire, that whoſocuer doe buc 
will incarneſt to belecue andtobeco- 
ucried, doc indeede belecue and arc 
conuerted,and pleaſe God,and ſhal not 
periſh eternally, though the beginning 
of faich and conucrlion be weake; ſoir 
be in truth and not counterfeit. And 
yetſuchisthe naughtines of our nature 
chat faith and converſion, is1mpoſable 
vnto vs, valeile of the ſingular mercic 
of God, itbe ſtirred vpin the hearrs of 
thc EleQ by his holy ſpirit. In this re- 
ſpe& Chriſt ſaith, Math. 11. 3£y yoke ts 
eaſie and my baraen light. And aganne, 
bis commanaements are not grieuous. 
Ir may x obicfted,that the will & de- 
{ice of renouation and recanciliation 
with 


» \ 
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with God, may be where there is a 
mind ard purpoſe toſinne, and where 


* t5notrue hatred and detceſtation of in- 
* iquitie, A»ſ#. The ſerious andinſtant 


will ordelireto belecue in Chriſt and 
to repent, includes in it the hatred of 
ſinne, and the purpoſe of not (inning, 
For he that truly deſires ro belecue 
doth ſo: bccauſe hedeteſts his vabe- 
leefe: and hethat defiresro repeatzdoth 
ſo, becauſe he hates his owne euill 
waics, and purpoſeth co finne no 
more. 

The ſecond queſtion is, whether 
the will atter it is renewed be able to 
cauſe and bring torth good workes of 
it ſelfe, or no? I auſwer ewothings. 
The firſt, that will cannor, vnlefſe God 
further giue a double grace. The one is 
Aſciſttne grace: and itſtands inthree 
ations, pre/eruation, confirmation, 
protettion. Preſeruation is, whereby 
God continuesthe being ofthe willres 
newed. 


&Cordt0rp 
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newed. For that which is good, doth 
not continue good the leaſt momeng 
vnleſſe God make it to continue, 
Confirmation is , when God fixcth 
the minde in that which is good and 
cauſech the will conſtantly ro fol- 
low the good inclination thereof, it 
being otherwiſe murable and apt to 
decline . ProtetFion is whereby God 
defcnds his grace in vs againſt the vios 
lence of temptation. Ofchis he ſaithto 

Peter, Sathan hath deſired to ſift you, 
but Thaue prayedfor thee that thy faith 
faile not. And Godpromiſeththat he 
will not ſufferthe faithfull to be temp- 
red abouc that they are ablcto beare. 
The ſecond grace may be called, Excz- 
ting grace, whereby God moouesand 
ſtirres vpthe will, thatit may indeede 
will and docthe good to be done. And 

thisgracc is ordinarily required tothe. 
eftcQing of cucric good worke. Da- . 
uids will was exceedingly — 
c 


. ry 
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'the Holy gholtyet he prayes till, I». pr4,9.,6. 
. Pline rfne heart untothy teſtimonies. 


The Chriſtian ſoule , that is alreadic 
drawne to Chriſt prayeth ſtill, DrYavv 
me ana we willranne after thee . Paul © 
faith , they which are the children of 


God , are gurded, mooned, or ſtirred by Rom$.14e 


the fpirite of God. Againe he ſaith of 
the Philippians,after they were renued 
& wroughttheirowne ſalvation with 


feare 8 trebling,that God did {til worke prgtag 


#n them beſide the power the Atof 
willing and of doing that which is 
good. And he works the will, by moo- 
uing itto will and to doc indeede ,thar 
which itcan will and doe . And this 
moouing cauſe , is the good will of 
God.1t may not ſeeme ſtraurge, that T 
ſay new grace is required to ſtirre yp 
the wiil to the doing of eucrie new 
worke ., For grace in the willislikea 
fire of greene woode which hardlic 
burnes, and conrinucsnot to burne vi 


tle 
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{eſſe it be continually ſtirred vp and 
blowed: cuenſothe good irRlinatich , 
ofthe will , becauſe it isioyned , nay 
mixcd with contrarie corruption thar 
prefſeth downe,temptcth,inticeth, and 
draweth away the will trom God and 
all goodnefle, hath neede continually to 
beexcited, ſtirredand mooucd. The 
man regenerate isable ro pray to God, 
yet can henot pray ſometime by rca- 
Ip | ſon of the weight of corruption, vnles 
( the ſpirice help to beare the infirmities 
of nature and make requeſt in vs by 
Comb.:6. ſtirring and moouing vsto make re- 
queſt . The doctrine of the auncicne 
Avgep.107: Church hath beene that, new grace 75 10 
Gratia dan ad . 
kngulos aus DE £28eP #0 the domme of euery good afF. 
Canes, And, [4)that we doe not thargood 
| Gnixcw» which wecandoc, vnlelſc God make 
| vs docit, as he made vsableto docit. 
This doftrine muſt the rather be re- 
membred, becauſethe ſtreame ofpo- 
piſhdoArine runnes another way; by 
ecaching 


andGrde freegrace; T25 
teaching that our wills aſsiſted by 


grace cap doe good, without the con- Bub4.6.cay. 
. Þ currence of new grace to cxcite and-- 


ſtirre vpthe will. Indecd for the doing 
ofnaturall ations the generall Coope- 
ration of God fuffileth: bur to the effe- 
Ating of ations Supernaturall, the ſpe- 
_ clallhelpof Godisrequired. Achild, 
that cangoe ypand downeinancucn 
flore being ſtaid by the mothers hand, 
for allthis itcan not gocvpapairc of 
Naircs valeſſe it be lifted at cueric ſtep. 
Like is the caſe of the children of God, 
inthinges which concerne the king- 
dome of heaucn. 
The ſecond part of the anſwere is, 
_ that when renucd will doth a good 


worke it doth it notperfeQly. To will xom yum; 


| (faith Paul) ispreſent vwuithme, but 1 
£47 not performe the good I would that 
is, I cannot perfeAly doc it as I would, 
It may be obiced thus. The workes 
of Godare pertectgood workes —_ 


C---E EI AI". WA 


Safreean wb gar rw ten neg ee 
. "7 


126 Of mrans free will, 
by vs, are workes of God : therefote 
they are perfc&. / anſwere toghe Mag 


tor or firſt part of the reaſon : itisirue 
of ſuch workes as are workes of God 


alone , and notof ſuch asare workcg 


toyuly both of God and man,God be- 
ing the principallagent , and manthe 
ioſtrument. Forthen the worke done 
rakes ynto it the qualitie,and condition 
ofman: conſidering it proczeds from 
God through the finnefull minde and 
will ofman . The fcrinener, when he 
writes by himſclfe, he writesa perfe& 
hand: butwhen a lcarner and he write 
both together , he raking the learnery 
hand into his owne, then ythac which is 
written will cartie the umperteCtion of 
thelearner. Likeisthe caſc in all ſuch 
workes as arc from God in and by 


VS. 
The third queſtionis, whether the 
reliques of corrupti6 beof that force in 


faning , thatthey can ynterly _—_ 


, 


UN 
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the ſpirit of God in the renued will. 
The anſ;yere is,that corruption remai- 
aifi9is of it ſclfe aprro doe it : andthe 
gracc of Gods piritis apt to beextin- 
guiſhed, becauſe of it ſclfe it is murable 2 
neuertheles it wholly 8 vrterly cannox 
beloſt,for 4.cauſes.Thefirſt is the pro- 
miſe of God inthe couenant of grace,/ 


willput my feare intotheir hearts chat 


they ſhallnot depart from me: andthis = 
promiſe particularly belonges to all 
them that trucly belecue , becaute it is 
the promiſe of the Euangelicall conc- 
nant. The ſecond isthe Interceſsion of 
Chriſt in the behalfe of allthe Ele&. 


Chriſt ſaithto Peter, Sathan hath deſi- 1,c.g 


rcd tofift you as wheate , but I haue 
_ for thee Peter that thy faith 
ilenot. And this he did cſpecially in 
that ſolemne praicr made Tohn 17. in 
which he prayed not onely for Pcter, 
but for all the Apoſtles and for all that 
didor ſhould belecuc in hify. The thir 
TIE on wo gong = 
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cauſe is the ornniporent power of God 


iopreſerning all the that areinChriſt, _.-« 
No man (faith Chriſt) taketh my firepn” N 


lehroak forthofmy hand. Ard marke the rea- 


Rom.7.19. 


ſon:w father is greater then all. The 
kſtcauſcisthe Ethcacic of Gods ſpirit. 
S. Iohn faith , that che ſecde of God re- 
maines in him that is borne anew: and 
that this ſeede keepes himthat he nei- 
ther doth nor can ſlain two reſpeRs 
Firſt,if he finne, yer hie finnes nor with 
fullconſent of will. For ke hates and 
nills in part the cuill which he willeth; 
Secondly ,if by humane trailtic he fall; 
he makesnot atrade of (inne , neither 
doth he keep acourlſe tn wickedneſſe; 
bur the ſced of grace remayning with» 
in, cauſcth him to returne ro God 
andto recouer himtclte by new repen- 
LaNCcE. 

Thelaſt queftionis , whether the re- 
nucd willc:n of it ſelfe perſeuere m do- 
wg good, Ianſwerethat our perfene- 
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tance dependes arid proceedes onel 

rom api God " Thar WC _ 
pcricucre twothingsate required: the 
power toperſcuercand the wil of per- 
ſcucrance: and both theſe bring good 
things are of God. Becauſe cucry good 
giving and cucry good giftis from as 


boue and commeth downe fromthe!=>=" 


father of lights. | 
This former dodtrine is of gteat vie. 
Inthatthe new birth & regeneration 
_ ofaſinneris not without the motio of 
his owne will, weare taught, that we 
mult if wedeftre our owne ſaluation, 
vie the good meanes and ſtriue againft 
our ownecorruptions, and endeauout 
earneſtly by asking,ſecking, knocking. 
Ir wil be ſaid;bar faith, repentance and 
the reſt arcall gifres of God. Tanſwer, 
there isno'vertue or gift of Godin vs, 
without our wills: and in cuerie good 
att; Gods grace 8 mans will concurre: 
Gods grace as the principall cauſe : 
. Ex Map? 
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mans wil renewed asthe inſtrument of 
God. Andthereforc in all good things. . ... 
induſtric and labour , and Inuoctiort'* ) | 
on our parts is required. ; 
S:condly this doQrine miniſters 
true cofort toall rrae ſernaats of God, 
For, if when they vie the good meancy 
of (aluation, the word , prater, ſacra- 
ments; the will lie not dead but begin + | » 
ro oppolc it {cltc againſt vnbeleefe, and 
other corruptions,and withaltdoe but 
ſo much as will ro belecue , will core» 
nt, will to be turncd ro God,they 
zaue begunne to turne vnto God, and 
God hath begunto regenerate them; 
fo be ic, this will in therato doc the : 
good thicy oughtto doc, bein good + Þ » 
earneſt vafained, and they withall be | 
carcfull to cheriſh thislirtle graine ill 
1 cometoa bigger quantiuic. | 
Thirdly,ſccing rocucry new a@tha | 
pleafeth God, new grace is required, 
WC ate taught not to preſume of our 
owne 


= 
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one wildome,will.and ſtrength; not 


x: otggioute ir any thing we doe, bur al- 
watcs to acknowledge our owne itm- 


tencie , and in cucry good thing we 
9 ,to giue all the fork to God-and 
to be watchfull in praicr continually, 
becauſe we ſtand by grace ſolong as 
we ſtarid:and hauiog done one worke;, 
wedoenot the ſecond but by aconti- 
ted ſupplic of new grace. 

Laſtly ſeeing Gods preventing and 
working grace turnes our wills and 
tnakes them of ynwilling moſt willing 
wills, all our obedience muſt be volun- 
taric , and come from ſuch freenefle of 
will , asif there were nobond inthe 
law of God to force and compell vs 
thereto. The 
turned and gunded by the free ſpirit of 
God, muſt bea voluntatie people ,and 
with all alacritic and cheerefulnes doe 
the duties thax perraine to them, of a 
readie minde; *_ as if there were 


NCt- 


people of God thatare,,, ..., 
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ncither heaven nor hell, iudge nor 8 \,, 
ivdgement atter thislite. The tpirit off , --- 

rom$2+ life that isin Chriſt mult bealaw vitd-* | 
them. | 
TID The laſteſtate is the Eſtate of glo- 
TM A oo J_xsificcion after this life. In this eſtaic 
1} 2 £e- theLiberticof will isacerten freedom 
onely to will that which is good and 

plcaling vnto God. For it isthe conti- | * 

nuall voice (as it were) and crie of the 

it glorified will; 1 doe no ewill, and I will 

L not doe tt : I doe that which is 200d, and 
Iwillaze it. Aud this indeed is the per- 
fe Libertie in which mans wil is con- 
formed to the Free-will of God and 

.good angels, who will onely that. 
which is good, and cannot will that *< |} * 
which is cuilt. 

By this which nath bin (aide, it ap- 
peares that the wordes of the text in 
hand | and'ye would not} are ſpoken of 
the willaf man according tothe cſtars; 
of corruption. Forthe yoite ofthe re+.. 

? generate 
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generate will is, / doe that which is e. 
L I would not ave it : I doe that 


4 = of good, but I can not doe it as 1 


would, And the voice of the corrupted 
willis, / ave that which is enill, and 1 
will doe it : 1 doe not that which is good, 
and I will not doe it. Andthis laſt voice 
is plainely expreſſed 1n theſe wordes, 
And ye would not. 

The third point comes now to be 
conſidered , namely the Harmonie of 
conſent of both wilk. For the wordes 
are, / would, ye would not. Here x may 
iultly be demanded , whether there be 
an Harmonic or conſent betweene 
Gods wilt and mans will, and how it 
ſtands with rhistexr. I anſwer, there is 
an excellent harmonic: and generally 
itſtands in this, that Gods will hath a 
ſogeraigne Lordſhip ouer the will of 
man, and mans will ſtands ſubicf ro ir 
abſolutely, and (imply depends vpon it. 
And by this meancs, where man hath a 

i I 3 will, 
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will, Gad hath an antccedent will; and 
where mans will hath any ſito 
ation, there Geds will formerly h: 

his ſtrokeand aQtion, 

Furthermore mans will depends on 
Gods will, inreſpet of three things, 
namely Saſtenta8ton, Deternunation, 
Ordination, or gouernmes. It depends 
onthe will of Godin reſpeR of ſuſten- 
ration: becauſe mans wil for his nature, 
ſtrength ,and all his motions depends 


onthe will of God:and could nat haue 


beeing for the ſpace of anemoment, 
yaleſſe it were ypholden by God. Ir 
may be thiefted, that if Godfuſtaine 
the will whichis finnefull ,be fuſtaines 

not enecly the will but alſo the linac 
H—_ Ayuſv. God (uſtainrs nature, 
and notthe finne of nature: & threfore 
he only ſuſtaines will ax will, andnot as 
it is corrupt or {innefull will, The like 
we ſee 10nature: when amanhalts in 
walking, the motion of the go 
com 


- 
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from the ſoule -andis preſerucd by ir: 
| popu ghebaling which goes withthe ... .. 
A ton and diſorders it, isnot from 

the ſoule, neither hath it his preſeruari- 
onthence, but fro adeteRt inthelepge 

or footc. By this we aretaught toac- 
knowledge the endlefle long-luffering 
of God, who ſuſtainesthe members of 

*  ourbodies, our ſoulcs,the faculties and 
aQions thereof, cuenin the workes in 
which men off-nd 8 diſhonour him, 
Secondly we arc taught to acknow- 
ledge the vile abhonunation of cuery 
(inne: for we (inne in the very hands of 

God ſuſtaining and preſerving vs:and 

in the very attions, which we could 

* not doe vnlefle we were ſuſtained by 
” him,weoffend himandprouoke him 

to anger agaialt vs. 

Secondly mans will depends on 

Gods willin reſpe& of determination; 
becauſe we netiher can nor doc will a- 

ny thing without the will ofGod. A 


I 4 (parrow, 
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ſparrow, faith Chriſt, lightsnot on the | 


thats, withour his decree or wil 


o 


round without the heauenly, fathers «- I || Yen 
- . ” Ag + p<; 


mahitions and wicked wil ofthe Tewes 
could not ſo much as will, much lcflc 
docany thing againſt Chriſt , burthat 
which the band andcounſellof God had 
determinedtobe done. Moreouer God 
determines the will two waies. In *» | * 
good things he inwardly mooues and 
unclines the will tothe willing and do» 
ing of the good it willeth, For inthat 
Gods will isthe firſt cauſe of allgood 
things, mans will dependson itinre- 
ſped of vertue, in refpeRt of Applicati- 
on,andin reſpeQt of order of working. 
In reſpeR of vertue: becauſe the yers © || * 
tucof ſecand cauſes proceed fromthe 
firſt. In reſpe&of Application: becauſe 
God vſcth the will of manasaninftru- 


ment of his owne will , and he applicth 
itto thedoing of things which hein- | 
tendeth, cucn as the carpenter vſcth, 
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mooneth , and applicth his tooles. Tn 


= gf order of working : becauſe 


esthe firſt cauſe beginsthe work, 

and the ſecond mooues not without 
the firſt, Vpon this ground it follows, 
thatthe good things which man wil- 
leth, he fo willeth, becauſe God firſt 
willedthem, And therefore Pau/ſaith, 
that good workes are prepared of Godzyh.zus 
for vs to walke in:and this preparation 
is made, becauſe God decrees and de. 
rermines with himſclte the doing of all 
worksto be done. 

In cuill things the Determinauon 
of Godis[6]to will nottohinder themy, yuatorcs 
as he may. Vpon this will in God fol. i=:cwve. 
lowesſinne in the will ofman, asa co. 
ſequent,not asan effeft.As a conlequet: 
becauſe when God ſuſpends or with- 
drawes (uſtentation and gouernment 
from the will, it cannot of it felte but 
will amiſſe: as the ſtafte in my hand 
preſently falls when I'do butpullbacke 
my 
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my hand. To auoidc cuill is good: and 


therefore we cannot auoidevhe | Ty | 
auill, ynleſle God make vs ableto 2 


| Veluncas per- UOide ir, And[c] cuill isnot the effect 
euſ-1u4 Ly 
Cax non qu 


of Gods wil: becauſe God puts nothing 


produtiont, into mans will cocauſcitto wilamiſle; 


oadil» 
hd 


buthe onely ceaſes to conterre vato it 
helpe and direQion, which he is not 
bound to conferre. 

Herelong and tedious diſputes are 
made by many touching the Concord 
of Godsdecree and the libertic of mas 
will. Acditisallcadged that mans will 
looſeth hislibertic and ceaferh indeede 
co be will, ifir ſtand ſubic& tothe ne- 
cc{farie and vnchaungeable decree of 
God. I anſwer, firſt that when the will 
of epandeterminesitſelfe to one thing, 
it doth not looſe his libertie + much 
morethen maythelibertic of will lad 
with the determination of God . Sc. 
condly Gods decree doth not aboliſh 
libertic but onely moderate and order 
us 
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itby [4)incliningthe willinmildeand vv; 


%-=gaſic manncr with fitt and canucnicnt <lneade. 


Pobicttes andtharaccording tothe con- 
dition of the will . That Chriſt ſhould 
dic when hedicd, it was neceffaric in 
reſpect of Gods decree : yet if were» 
ſpect the conſtitutionof hisnature he 
might fill hauc prolonged his daics: 8 
if we conſider the will of Chriſt, he di- 
ed moſt freclicand willingly . Other- 


. wiſe his death had bin no ſatisfaftion 


for fin. God himſclic doth ſomethings 
of anabſolute neceſsitie, and yer with 
perfeR freedome of will: now thenif 
abſolute neceſsitie doe not aboliſh free- 
dome of will ,much lcfſe ſhall conditia- 
nall neceſsitie depending on Gods de- 
cree,docic. Laſtly, the decrecof God 
eſtabliſketh the libertie of will. For his 
_ determination is, thatthe Agencie of 
ſecond cauſes ſhall be according to 
their condition : fo as vaturall cauſes 
ſhall workenaturally:free cauſes,fredy: 
NCs 
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neceſſarie cauſes, neceſlarily s contin= 

ent cauſes, in contingent an "YAIT 
bh And therefofe the neceſlarie de 
cree of God is, that man ſhall will this 
or that , not neceſlacily in reſpe&t of 
himſelte,but trecly. 

Thirdly mans will depends on Gods 
willin reſpect of government . This 
gouernment is of two ſortes. Firſt he 
gouernes the wills of the righteous, by 
working his owne good worke in 
themand by them. In ther, becayſe he 
mooues and inclines them by his ſpt- 
rite. By them:becauſethey are holic1n- 
Nruments of his will, 

Secondly he gouernes the wills of 
the wicked and vngodlic by fixc aCti- 
ons. The firſt is perm ſ5109, when God 
withdrawes his grace from the will, 
not inlightning the minde nor incli- 
ning the will,bur leauiog it to it elfe; as 
when a man giues the reneto a wilde 
hotſe. The ſecond is,a at{zwerie of the 


wH 
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weilltd Sathan , and that is when God 
__ thgdiuelllibertic ro rempr,afſault 
«1dVExcthe will of manbcing left to 
it ſelte. And this thing is incidentto ob- 
ſinate ſinners : and we pray agaiolt ic 
intheſe words, Lead'vs not into temp- 
zation .Thethird aCtion is, aceaſme to 
reſtraine corruption of will, either in 

* wholeorinpart:as whe hereſtraines 
al (innes,ſaue one,or, having reſtrained 
foratime, forthe puniſhment of for- 
merſinne, heomitsreſtraint, permit- 
ting man tothe luſts of his owne heart. 
The fourth aQtion isthe bending g300- 
wing ,or in:lining of the wicked will. 
And this God doth notby inwardin- 

* ſpiration (for then he ſhould be the 
cauſc of fine) but by preſenting to the 
minde and will obies good, or at the 
leaſt indifferent in themſelues : vpon 
which obieResthe will takes occaſion 
robemore willfull, obſtinate, and re. 
bcllious, not mooued thereto by _ 

ut 


» 


1.Tim;Jaſt 
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bur freely moouing it (elfe . The heate 
of the ſtomacke inthe wintewſealon i 
increaſed, not by the ieate of thnnge 
taken invvardly bur by the cold of the 
aire cucrie way compaſsing the body. 
An vnbroken horſe being ſpurred, bes 
caulc he gocsourof order ; he flinges 
out and caſtes his rider . Andthus the 
finnefull will of man vrged by com- 
Inns 
allured by promiſes blefsings, 
growes 5 (mnefull and wicked. 
Paul faith that/avne Fooke occaſion port 
the gcod commandement of God to re- 
viveand robe ſiofull out of meaſure. 

David faith,chat = —_— hearts 
otthe Egyptians fo hate his people . Bur 
how ? Fe blefſed the p15 gain 
dingly,morerhco the Egyprians. And 
vpon'this worke of God, they tooke 

occaltiontocnuicand to hate the Ifra- 


« elires. 


The ft ation is or dinaffor, vyhere- 
| by 
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wil gf wan, anddireQetb itagainſt 
1Enture thereofto good endes, cucn 
asthe learned phyſicion ſometime of 
poylun makesaremedie. In this ſenſe 
Aflur iscalled the rod of his indignati- 


9n: and the Medes & Perſians, his ſan- 1;;. 


Fifiedones, The Iewesin the crucify- 
ing of Chriſt willed endminded no- 
thing bur his death and dcſiruQtion : 
yet God willed and by them wroughe 
the redemption of mankinde , He 
workes his owne good worke by 
mans will , as by an aQtiue inſtrument, 
and withall he leaucs the will to it ſelfe, 
to worke his ownecuill worke . The 
hſt ationof Godis,whenaman is go- 
ing on in his owne wickedoeſſe , be 


| turnes himwnto himſelfe , of his ex- + 


cceding mercie : and ſometirnes againe 


he opens away that that perſon, who of 


bimſelfe runnes into wickedneſle, way 
ralh headlong to his owne deſtruftion 


for 
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by God vſeth well , the wickedneſle of 


#: 


ms XxX 
_ 


F F. 
{ 


Bred, 4431. 


144 Of nians free will, 
for the further exequurion of divine 


neither will he puſh ir dowtie: but he 
takes away al impediments and Jigges 
away the canth round aboutir , not 
rouching the foundation , that when it 
falls, it may fall downe right. 

Thus we ſcebricflic the harmonic 
of mans will and Gods will: now let vs 
cometo the vſc, which is manyfold. 
Ficſt of all, by the former doQtrine, we 
are brought toa right ynderſtanding 
of many places of ſcripture. The Lord 
faith of Pharao,7 wiltharden his heart. 
And this he is ſaid rodoe, not becauſe 
he ſeres and imprintes hardneſfe in his 
hearr,bur becauſe by ſundric ations he 
ordersand gouernes his wicked wil”, 
and theyare foure . Firſthe permits 
Pharaoto tis owne will * ſecondly he 
leaurs him to the malice of the diucll 
axitheluſtcs of his owne heart: third 
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jultice: as when an hou'c is falling t 
owner thereof will not vnderpropp 1t5- 
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\, lIy he vrges him with a commande., 
4 ku, jnnt tqyct the people goe. And Pha- 
e TFide more he is vrged,the ſtiffer and 
ſtubberner hc is,& the more he rebells 
5gainſt God, whetas he ought indeed 
to haue bin the more obedient. Laſtly 
God vſcth the hardnefle of Pharaos 
heart cothe manifeſtation of his owne F 
-|* HJuſticcandiudgement,andtherefore he i 4 
opens him a way that he nay runne i. 
headlong to his owne deſtruCtion. In F 'P,v 
_ thismanner, and no otherwiſcatethe LY 4 
Places to be pmgtnns 1a —_ the 
Scripture ſaith,that Godpnt 4 ind ſpr- ...__ .. 
rit pres the mouthes he ET” A 
Ahab: that, if a prophet be deceined the tzech 4.9; 
- » Lord deteiucd him: that he gies Tp Row. 1.28, 
| mmento reprobate minaes: that he ſenas , 51. ” 
rong zliu/rons to beleene lies. In the 
booke of Samuct it is aide, the Lord ;$amc.o; 
tomtmanatraShemi to cur ſe Dautd': bes 
cauſe about this curling therc tsa wo 
fold aRtio in God.One,that he reſtrains 
K 1 the . 
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the wicked heart of Shetni in reſpe&t 


of all other ſinnes, and not in rgſpeR 
this ſinne of railing, to WR pe. 


leaues him. The ſecond, he vieth him 
25 atrinſtroyment to corre andto hil- 
ble Dauid. And thus likewiſe mult the 
places be vnderitood , when it is ſaide, 
that Ged deſlinered the wines of Danid 


* #0 Abſolom, andthat he ſtirred up Da- 


widro number the people. Laſtly Toſeph 
faith, that the Lord ſent him into E- 
27t : andtharfor two cauſes. One,be- 


- Cauſe when-his brethren were about 


ro make him away, God by his prout- 
dence cauſed marchantstopaſle by in 
their fight, whereupon they tooke oce 
caſion ro ſell him into Egypt. The ſe- 
cand, becauſe God diſpoſed this fat of 
theirs tothe good of Lacob and his fa- 


'milie intimetrocome. And thus are all 


like places of Scripture to be ynder- 
ſtoode. 

Againe, ſome ſchoole-Diuines fol- 
lowing 
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lowing Damaſcen, make & aſcribero 
by. } TapdaBapplice or depending will, on 
” this manner. God for his part would 
hauc all men without exceptionto be 
faued: why then are they not ſaved? 
They thelelues will not. And becauſe 
they willnot, God therefore chooſerh 
ſome and refuſeth others. But accor- 
diog tothe former do&trine,I cake this 
kinde of applied will, to be att inuenti- 
on of mans braine. For thecontrarieis 
therruth, namely that mis will wholl 
depidson the will of God. That ith 
be ſome of honor, ſome ot $iſhonor, ic 
is not in the power of theclay, butin 
the will of the potter. The firſt cauſe 
orders the ſecond, and not the ſecond 
the firſt. To make Gods wil depend on 
mans will, is to put God out of his 
throne of majeſtic ,andro ſet the crea- 
ture inhis roome, Others ſerforth the 
depending wil of God on this manner. 
God (ay they) decrees nothing in pat» 
K 2 ticular 
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ticular of things char are caſuall & con- 
tingent,but he-forefees within hang 
what the will of the creature will doe 
or not doe, when things are thus or : 
thus ordered; and vponthis forefight : 
heconſequently determines what ſhall |! 
be done, But this opinionsas it giues 
vnto God a commonor generall pro- 
nidence,ſo it takes away the certcn de. 
rermination of God touching all par- 
ticular cuents. Andit is abſurd tothink 
that God ſhould foreſce the future as 
of mans freewill, when as yethchath 
determined/nothing : for things that 
ſhall be, are therefore ro cometo pale, 
becauſe God: by decree hath determi. : | ; 


ncd cheir becing- And thercfore the 
foreknowledge of things.that fhall be 
tollowes the deeree of God. And if 
.Godsdecree prefuppoſe mans willing 
of this or that, and thereupon deter- 
mine,houww ſhal that ſpeach of the Lord 
{tand, 1wil/ canſe them trowalke inmmy | 

| | ſtatutes, | | 


and Gods freegrace. F49 
_ on For hercby is Genified, that 
y God goth not attend on a the will of 


/ mall, but briogs mans wilbin ſubieCtion 
ro himlghe. And therefore this arten- GE 
ding will aſcribed toGod, ts improg- Thoms gi 


ucd cuen of the Papiſtsthemlclues. 

Thirdly,inthat mans-wilſtands ſub- 
ic abſokncly co the pleaſure of God, 
our dutic is to yeelde yaluntaric luble- 
Qtiontohimin allthiogswhenhis w 6 
1s made manifeſt vnto vs::. 

Laſtly, this doftrineraf: he cone 
andconcarrenceof mans will & Gods -- 


will , muſt be the ſtay: andgroundof”; 
our patienceand comfort. For thereis:” 
nocalamite or miſcricthat betides vs: © + - 


by and fremache will of tvan , without 
the willokGod. The clorecinmil 
nothingagainſt vs valefleit be firſt the 
will of God : and it.can doe neither 
morenorleſſc then God will. Thede- 
uil could not rouch-Iob without leaue, 
and he caula not cnteri tnto the heard 
WY 8 


Tra  Ofmeanfreemill, 
of ſwine without leaue. Ypon this 
ground Dauid ſpeakes to: thig cfteR, 
LerShcmi curſe, for he car ſeth befauſe 
| the Lord bids bims abe ſo. Jogphcom- 
forts himſclte and bisbrethren inthis, 
_ © that nottheyſomuchasthe Lordlent 
him into Egypr:. .. 
: Astherets an Harmonic betweene 
\< Gods wil & mans wil: fo there is a diſ- 
Y; ſeat berween mis will & Gods word, 
© xdterr Sum OC his ignifying will, agappcarcs 
q car q69 Tho the ws. a re dura wo. 
209&corwa [this difſcntmake adiſtinRion of Gods 
rotate Brace intolafficicntandeficftuall, Suf- 
Td oax ficient they. call-that whereby a man 
ubabL-c5- may be ſagcd; ithe will notbe wan- 
ting to himlelfe. EffeQuall, whereby a 
man is indeede ſaved. The firſt fthey 
ſay) is giuento all mea at one time or 
other, the ſecand isnor. ' And this di- 
ſinion of grace they gather onthis 
manner. When Chriſt would hauc 
gxhcrcd the Tewes, they wouldoor: 
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and Gods free grace. r5r 
therefore they had not effeQuall grace: 


% Tand bacauſc they wouldnot, they are 
' * blamedandrebuked by Chriſt: there- 


fore (faith the Papift) God gaue them 
ſufficient grace to be converted, it they 
would : els could henot hauc blamed 
them. / anſwer,this prooues thar once 
God gaue chem ſufficient grace to 0+ 
bey any commandement of his, namc- 
ly in the creation : but hence cannot be 
gathered , that when God called the 
Iewes by his word ,thatthen, then I 
lay, he gaue them ſutficient grace. Se- 
cond it is obiectcd, that God did all 


that mightbe don to his Vine to make 17.,.4. 


it bring forthgood fruit;and yet tor all 
this,it brought forth nothing bur wild 
grapes: therefore it is aide,there mult 
nceds be a grace ſufficicntto faluation, 
which isnor cfkQuall, I a»ſwer: God 
did that to his vincyard that was ſuffL 
cient to make agood vine bring forth 
fruit, (and that is the meaning of the 
K 4 place 
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place in Tſai)chough not ſufficient to 


change the nature of ancuill vige, and p» © 
to wake ir a good vine, Itis vrgedthat © * 


the Lord ſauh, he waited for grapes: 
which he would not hauc done, vn- 
lefſe there had been hope by reaſon of 
ſufficient grace giuen. I a» ſwer again, 
that the Lord waued for fruit, not be- 
cauſe God then gaue them ſdfficient 
ace when he waited , but becauſe 
the Church of the Iewes, was in ſhew 
and pretencea good vine: andthereby 
gauc hope of good fruir. Third itis 
obiefted that Adam recciued ſufficient 
grace: and that he had nor cfteQuall 
race becaulc he fell, I 4nſwer, Adam 
had ſufficient to the perfeQion of a 
creature, but not ſutficient ta vnchan+ 
geable perſcucrance, ſpecially it he 
ſhould be aſſaulted by rempration, 
Likewiſc he had pracecficQuallin re. 
ſpe& of righteouſnelſe and happi- 
nelle,butnotin reſpeR of pericucrance 
uz 


* 
" and Gods free grace, rg 
inboth.Grace in him ,ſo farre forth as » 

Ji was ſ#fficient ro happineſſe, ir was 

' alſo cffcQuall.Laſi4y, it is obiccted, that 
, God forſakesno man, till he firſt tor- j 
: fake God: andtherefore that God for 
bis part giues grace ſufficient to ſalua- 
| tion. Anſw. There is a double kind of 
| forſaking in God, one is tor triall, the £1.95 
other for puniſhment . The forſaking ('Þ.4 
| which is for trialls ſake, goes before Vi 
| - mans(ſinne,in which he forſakes God, 
| In this regard, Adam was for order of 
nature fiſt forfaken of God, before he 
forſooke God. The forſaking which is 
for puniſhment alwaics tollawes aftcr 
fine, and of this muſt the rule be vn» 
dcrſtood,that they which are forſaken 
of God,did firſt forſake God. Now the 
tructh which we are to hold in this 
point isthusmuch . There is a grace 
which is ſutficient tothe conniftion of 
aftnner,which is noteficRuall to lalua- 
tion:and againethcreis a grace which 
F is 
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is ſufficientro the leading ofa ciuill life; 
which is not efieQuall to ſaluarigp: yer 
thegrace whichis indeed ſufficient to 


ſaluation ,isalſo cffeuall; namely the 
gifr of regeneration , in which God 
gives not onely the power to becon- 
ucrted,but alſo the will and the deed. 

Thus much of the Harmonic: nowe 
comesthe fourth point to be confide» 
red, namely in what manner Chriſt 
willed the connerſion of Hicruſalem. 
He willed ir farſt #7 Lowe, ſecondly in 
Patience. His louc is ſet -torth by two 
things. The firſt, albeit he was God full 
of maieſtic, and we vile wretches his 
enemies by nature, yet was he content 
totakeyponhima vile and baſe con- 
dition,to be ynto the Iewes as an Hen, 
The ſecond was , that he takes ynto 
him the faſhions , the diſpoſition and 
tender afteEtion of the Henne to her 
young ones. 

Thatallchis may the better be con- 
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cciued ,three queſtions are to be pro- 
poundes. The firſt is, whether there 

ſuchan afteRion oflouein God, as 
is in manand beaſt? I anſwere, that af- 
feftions of the creature are not pro- 
perly incidert ynto God, becauſe they 
make many changes, and Godis with- 
out change. And theretore all affcQi- 
ons and the loue that is in man and 
beaſt is aſcribed to God by figure: and 
that for two cauſes. Firſt becauſe there 
isin Godan ynchangeable naturethat 
is well pleaſed with cucry goodthing, 
and a will that fcriouſly willeth the 
preferuation of every good thing: and 
ofthisnature and will of Godthe beſt 
loucinthecreature is buta light ſhad- 
dow. . Secondly the affeionotloue is 
aſcribed ro God; becauſe he doth the 
ſame things that loue makes the.crea- 
ture doe : becauſe he beftowerh bleſe 
Gngsand benefits vpon his creature,as 
thc louerdothon the perſon loued. In 
this 
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this ſort are all other afteRions aſcri- 
bed to God,and no otherwiſt,  » 

The ſecond queſtion 1s , whether 
there be in God an hatred of his crea- 
tures: for God is copared tothe Henne 
which loucth all hcr young ones. An/. 
If batred be taken for a paſsion inci- 
dent to man, it is not incident toGod: 
if it be taken for a worke of Gods 
prouidence and iuſtice,it is in God:and 
that inthree reſpeQs. Firſt of alin ſcrip- 
rure Hatred ſometime lignifies a deni- 
all of loue ana mercic: as when ir is ſaid 
that he which will follow Chriſt,muſt 
hate father andmatherchatis, negle& 
them or not loue them in reſpet of 
Chriſt. Tn this ſenſe hatred agrees vn- 
to God. For he is ſaidtoloue Tacoband 
to hate Eſau: that is, not to louc Eſau 
with that loue wherewith he loucd 
Jacob. Apaine there is in God -. nature 
thatabhorreth and deteſteth iniquitie, 
thus faith che plalmiſt , that Goa Honeth 


riehte- 
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righteouſneſſe and hateth iniquitie. 


And thas God hates man not (imply, 
becauſe heis the handiworke of God, 
but becauſe he is aſtnner,and by reaſon 
of the warke of the deuill in man, 
namely ſinne, whichis {imply hated of 
God. Thirdly God plagueth and puni- 
ſherh oftenders,and io this regard he is 
| ſaid to bate them. Thus faith Dauid, 


that God hates the workers of iniquitie, **54. 


and deFrroies them that ſpeake lies. By 
this which hath beene ſaid, it appeares 
that there be twodegrees othatred in 
God:one is Negative, when God as an 
abſolute Lord, beſtowes his fpcciall 
| louconſomeanddeniesit ynto others 
' becauſe hispleaſure isſo. The ſecond is 
Poſtiue, when he hatesand dereſts his 
creature: and this ſecond alwaies fol- 
lowes (ane aud is cuer for ſine: but 
the other goes before (in. And where- 
as it is laid in thisrext,that Gods as the 
Henne that loucth all her chickins,and 


gas 
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athereth them all rogether: it muſt 
6 vnderſtood that our SauiowsChriſts 
here ſers downe his dealing not with* 
all his creaturesand with all mankind; 
but onely his dealing toward his owne 
Church, in which he callcth all out- 
wardly by the ſound of his word, and 
recciues all outwardly into the couc- 
nant.By this which hath beene ſaid, we 
aretavghtafter the example of God to 
hare & deteſt iniquitic: and yet alwaics 
to make difference betweene the per- 
ſon andthe finne. 

. Thethird queſtion is, in what thing 
is Chriſt as an henne to his Church? 


Anſw.Intemporall bleſsings and deli- 


ucrances :-in affliftions and manifold 
correQtions:but ſpecially and principal- 
ly in his word publiſhed in the mini- 
ſery ofthe prophets. For it isthe wing 
which heſpred oucr his people: and ir 
35 the voice whereby hecalled and (as 
u were) clocked them ynto him. 

= Thus 
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Thus we ſe the meaning ofthe fi- 
, milirude , that Chriſt would hauc ga» 
therdJ Hieruſalem as the Henne gas 
thereth her chickins: nowe followes 
the yſe. By this we ſecthe tender loue 
of God rothis Church and land. For it 
hath pleaſed him copropoundynto ys 
the goſpell of ſaluation, andthat nowe 
worethen 40.yeres. And inſodoing 
he hath offered long to imbrace vsin 
- the armes of hismercy: and in ſpreas 
ding his wing ouct ys to become our 
Godandour Sawiour : for this tender 
louc , our hearts muſt be filled with 
loue to Chriſt, and our mouthes with 
praiſe. 
Againe, we carne hence that the 
goſpcll brings all other blefsings of 
Gud with it. For Godin it communi- 
cates his owne ſclfe vnto ys as the Hen 
toher young ones. The kingdome of 
God brings all things elſe with it that 
may {crus for the good of man : and 
| where 
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where the goſpell is imbraced there is 


| Gods kingdome. The peace and pro: 
teion of this Church and land, wet - 


by we hate bin preſerucd from beeing 
a pray to our enemics , comes by 
meanes of the golpell of life. There- 
fore fooliſh and falſe is the conccit of 
fundric as tor perſons that ſay there 
was neuer ſuch plentic in the world, as 
when the olde learning (as they ſay) or 
old religion was, Secondly by this we 
are aduertiſed,if we would haue all re 
celiac ble{sings tor this life; firſt of all 
toimbrace thegoſpell of Chriſt, 
Thirdly if Chriſt take ymo him the 
diſpoſition of the Henne : we likewiſe 
mult rake vmo vs the diſpoſition of 
the chicken in reſpe& of Chriſt, and 
that in three things. Firſt we muſt ſuf. 
fer our ſelues to be gathered to Chriſt; 
that is,to be corned ynto him from all 
or fnnes,to belecue inhim ,tobe of 
the ſame minde and diſpoſition with 


han, 
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him,co ſuffer him ro quicken vs with 
his heayenly and ſpirnuall life ;as the 
henne cheriſheth her chickins by (ir- 
ting onthem.. Secondly: we mult ar- 
tend vpon the word and wil of Chriſt, 
asthe chickin vpon the call ofthe hen: 
and ſuffer him to rule vs both in hearr 

andlitc,tor all things. The thirdthing 
is,thatwe muſt depend onthe ſweere 
and mercifull' promiſes oi Chriſt , and 
ſhroud our (clues vnder lis wing a- 
oataſt hell, Sathan , d?ath, damnation. 

 Andyverely, all ſuch among vs, who 
are not carcfull to performe theſe 
three things to Chriſt, are.no betrer 
then monſtrous rebels , conſidering he 
hath in kis merciſull and render loue, 
ſought to win vs to himſclte for the 
ſpace of this 40.yearcs. 

Thus much of the loue of Chrilt: 
nowel come to his patience inthele 
words: Howe often would 1? The mea” 
ping whereof is this:you haue continu» 
oo 00 nl 
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ally from time to time prouoked me 


by your ſinges:yert did I not wehdraw 


my louc from you, but ſent my pro- 
phets from time to time vnto you, to 
call you and gathcr you vitome And 
this patience of God is bere expreſſed 

to aggrauate the rebellion of Ieruſa-” 
lem. I will therefore ſpcake a little of 
it. And firſt, it may be demanded,whe- 
ther the vertue of patience that is in 
men,be alſo in God. Ianſwer,proper- 
ly it is not. For where this kind got 
rience is, there is paſsion and ſuffrrance: 
now God is not ſubieQto any paſsion 
or ſuffcrance, becauſe his nature is vn- 
changeable. Againe that which is in 
God properly, is in him eternally: this 
patience isnotin himeternally, but for 
the time of the continuance of this 
world. Neucrtheles, Scripture aſcribes 
this patience ro God for two cauſes. 
The h:ſtis, becauſe there isin Godan 
infinite goodacile of will and nature , 


whereby 
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wherby he neuer ſimply wills theper- 

ditionpr deſtrution of any creature. 
ThifSlaith Ezcchicl, God wilh wot, that tzechitay 
| is, takes no delight in the death of a 

| ſinner. And whereas it is ſaid, that wen- 

| geance ti Gods andhe willrepay, it mult 

bethus taken, that God inrevege doth 

not abſolutely intend ro deſtroy , bur -E 
onely to exequute iuſtice inthe puniſh- EP 
| ment of finne. It may be obicRted, that - 

God is ſaide #0 make weſſells of UUrath hom-gati 7. 
| Prepared to deſtruttion, Taniwer, this 

place muſt circumſpeAly and warily 

be ynderſtood:and I take the meaning + WITS 
of itto be this , that God makes veſſels | * 1 
of wrath or yeffells for wrath by his 4-47 
'| * will and decree, whereby he decrees q, 1} 
to paſſe by fome and to forſake them +5 
in reſpe& of hislouc and mercie. And iÞ 4 
this ate of God in palsing by andin : 
forſaking of men is as it were, to cr 
them apart to becom vellels of wrath, 
And though God in ſecret and iuſt 
REED L 2 iudgce 


fold: one that the EleQt of God may be. 
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judgement doe this, yer he neuer fills 
any of theſe veſſcls with his wrath, till - 


.. they haue bio tainted with iniquitie: 


and though they be prepared to de- 
ſtruftion, yer they arc neuer indeede 
deſtroied bur for their finnes. Thus 
then; by reaſon of this excellent and ine 
comprehenſible goodnefſe of God, 
whereof the vertue of paticnce is but a 
ſhadow,God is ſaid to be patient. 

The ſecond cauſe, why God is ſaide 
to be paticar is, becauſe he doth the 
ſame things that paticnt men doe. Firſt 
he inuites men to repentance: ſecondly 
he promiſcth pardon : thirdly he de- 
ferres puniſhment: fourthly at the firſt 
be onely inflits leſſer puniſhments, 
when they doe no good he inflicts 
greater: and laſtly when there is no 
hope ofamendmenr, he inflits cucrla- 
King death and deſirution. 

The endc of Gods patience is two- 


ga: 
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gatheredand called: the other, thatall 
excyly might be taken from the vn- gom.gar, 
godly, 
The patience of God is cither ynis 
uerſall, or particular. Vauerſall, which 
pony to all men. The decree of di- 
uine iuſtice was ſer dowae to Adam, 
& in him toall mankind, VV ber thou 
ſhalr cate of the forbidden fruit #72 ay- ©9257 
eng thou ſpalt DIE, that is,preſenily die 
the firſt and ſecond death, Dathan and Nenkat's 
Abiram preſently vpon their rebellio, 
went downe into the earth quick. The 
captaines with their fifties were pro- ?F444%- 
ſently vpon their coramjng to Elias, 
dcſtroted with fire from heauen. And 
ſo oft as any man finnes, hedeſerues 
preſent deſtruftion:and ſo many lumnes 
as we haue committed , ſo many dam- 
nations haue we deſerued. Hereit may 
be demanded , why God doth not ex. 
ecute his decree accordiugly.I anlwer, 
Godin iuſtice remembers mercic, yea 
5 L 3 his 


Pals. 
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his iuſtice giues place ro mercie, For - 
there is an other decree of mercic, 
which he will haue as well to beacco- 
pliſhed as the decree of tuſtice, and that 
is , The ſeeae of the woman ſnall bruiſe 
the ſerpents bead. Againe, Aske of me 
and I wvill gine thee the heathen for 
thine inheritance, and the enaes of the 
earth for thy poſſeſsion. That mercie 
then may be ſhewed vpon mankind, 
taltice is exequuted in great patience 
by cerren decrees. And this patience 
pertaines to all men without excepti- 
on;that come of Adam by generation. 
Spcciall patienceis that which con. 
cerns particular men or cuntries. Thus 
God ſpared the olde world 120 yeares 
before he ſent the flood: he ſpared the 
Amorires till their iniquities werefull : 
he ſpared the Egyptians 400 yeares. 
He deterred the puniſhment of the i- 
dolarric of Ifracl 3 90 yearcs, and then 
he puniſhedir wuh 70 yeares captiut- 
UC, 
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_ tie, He winked at the ignorance of the 
Gentiles 4.000 ycares. Antichriſt ſhall 
not *Merly be deſtroied till the com- 
ming of Chriſt. VV he men blaſpheme 
God and Chriſt, ſwearing wounds, 
 bloodjheart;fides,nalles, life; if they had 
their deſert, they ſhould deſcend to hell 
quicke and that preſently: but God tor- 
beares them, and ſundrieſuch perſons 
are youchſafcd the grace of true repen- 
rance. The very leaſt ofteader vpon 
earch is partaker of the great patience 
of God, For he ſuſtaines the members 
of our bodies ghe powers and motions 
of the ſoule in ſuch atons in which 
we offend —_ = — can 
ſufficiently conſider the greatneſle of 
this hog elkokes, we 4 

The vſeto be made of the paticnce 
of God follows: Firſt, it ſerues to reach 
all men to turne to God by true repen- 
tance, Rom. 2.4..Deſps eſt rhou the pa- 
frence and lone- ſuffering of Goaknow.. 
L4 ing 
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ing that the gooanes of God leads thee 
torepent ance. 2.Pct.3.9. God is patient 
towards vs, and would haue ndWan to 
; per:ſh, but would all men to come tore. 
pentance. Tocome more neereto our 
ſelues and chis Engliſh nation. Now is 
the day.of. our viſration; and hath bit 
for che ſpace of this fourtie yearesand 
more, in which Godingreat patience 
hath continually called ypon vs, knoe- 
ked arthe dore of our hearts, and ſiret- 
ched 'ourthearmes of hismezrcic yvnto 
vs. VWhecrefore'the: common dutie of 
all Ergliſkpcople is,ro-turne vnto God 
with all: their: hearts according to all 
the larw-oE:God, as itisfaid of Tolias. 
And'tharthis dutie may indecd bepra- 
Qiſed, I will vie cerraine teaſons, that 
may {erueroſtirre vpour'dead minds. 
Firft,chermmeot che cominuance ofthe 
paticnceof Godis hidde 8 vaknowne 
vntovs- Arid hereupon, when men a- 
buſing the patience of God ſhall ſay, 


peace, 
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peace, peace, then,then ſhall come ſud- 
den —— astravaile ypon a wo- tThelsp 
mariAnd therefore the timeis robe © *© 
redeemed.,and as S.Peter ſaiti,wernuſt a.ter.zau; 
watch and make haſt for the coming 
ofthe Lord. Secondly, the greater the 
paricacc of God isand hath beene,, the 
greater ſhall his avger be. A blow, the 
longer it isin commung,, the greater ir 
is. Yea the very wrath of Godinit (elfe 
15 moſt horrible. The wrath of alyon, 
of a Prince, ycathe wrath of all crea- 
cures to the yrath of God» 1s but a mids 
droppe of water to the whole ſea. Ar 
his indignation the very mountaines 
melt; the.heanens & the elements ſhall 
» melcathiscoming: much more ſhould 
our rockie & ſtony hearts melt, Third- 
ly God hath his treaſurie & ſtorchou. 
ſes for judgement: and they which goe 
onia their finnes from day to day fill 
| this treaſurie.of God , with wrath and : 
' Iuggements againſt the day of "_ noma 
dx; 
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And whe menturne heartily frotheig | 
euill wates , this treaſuric is empried, as 
appears by theexiple ofthe Ninſhites. 
Wherefore let vs all fro the higheſt to 
the loweſt bethinke our ſelues what c. 
uil we haue done,and how wehaue a- 
buſcd the mercifull patience of God,8: 
make ſpeed to turne to Godand Chriſt 
our mercifull Sauiour. Some will lay, 
weabuſe not Gods patience; we hauc 
repentedlong agoe.I anſwer,thenum- 
ber of them that eruly eurne vnto God 
intheir hearts is but ſmall incompart- 
ſon, cucn as the gleaning is to the 
whole hatueſt. It will be ſaid againe, 
we arenot asthe ewes that denicd Ie- 
ſus Chriſt to betke Mecſfsias. Ianſwer: 
weconfeſſe Chriſt in word, but there 
isa = multicude amog vs,that de» 
nic him in their deedes and naughtie 
lives. For to omut thefinnes of the ſe. 
cond tabke,there be fiue notorious ſing 
chat arc commonamong vs. VVilfull 

Ignorances 
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ignorancc;inthat men hauelittleorno 
caretcyknowe God and to knowe the 
way ot life, The ſecodis , the prophane 
contermpt of the golpell-For nowe the 
obcdicnce to this bleſſed doftine of 
lite, yea the very ſhewe of itisin com, 
mon reputation Preciſenes. And now 
adaies vnder this name ,the profeſsion 
ofthe goſpell comes otherwhiles vpon 
the ſtage to helpe ro make vp the plaie, 
& to miniſter matter of mirth . Vpon 
this we may iuſtly feare the goſpell is 
going fro vs. The third (in is worldli- 
neſſe, which raignes and beares ſway 
inall places as though there were no 
other world , and as though heaven 
were vponcarth. The fourth ſinne of 
our daicsis Lewk-warmnefle. For co- 
monly men are not loſt inthemiſclues 
that they might be found of Chriſt, 
they feele not their owne pouertic, 
they knowe not in what necde they 
ſtandoftize Tang > 
ore 
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fore they make profeſsion ofthe faith 
formally, not ſeriouſly , onsly Hecauſe 
they arcforced ſo todoc by thegood 
lawes of a goodprince. The laſt ſine 
is Hypocriſie, for all among vscome 
co the Lordstable , and thereby cater 
into the higheſt degree of Chriſtiani. 
tic that cay be vponcarth. For thereby 
they make proteſsion that they arc y. 
pited to Chriſt,and haue'fcllowſhippe 
with himand grow vp thertin. And 
yer the moſt becing deparied from 
this holy ſacrament,takeliberricrolwe 
as thiey liſt , deſpiſing all others that 
will not ſay anddoc as they doe. Theſe 
and many others,are the comon fruits 
of our Engliſh vineyard. Ir ſtands vs all 
in hand ro pray vato God, that he 
would blowe vpon his vincyard, that 
we may bring forch better fruiteand 
preuent the judgements that other- 
wiſe arelike to fall. | 
Secondly, in that God isſo paticne 
En towards 
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towards vs wearc taught to exerciſe | | 
our ſelyes in patience in reſpeR of God g 2- 
whety we are alflitted and corrcted : WED 


by him. For when he laics his hand vp- ., 
on vs,ve may not be angrie,frer,chafe, 
and rage, but quict our hearts in his 
willchough the croſſe begricuous for 
meaſure , and long for continuance. ap 
Thispaticnce to God-ward istearmed ) | bo; 
ig ſcripture by an excellent name, The : 
Silence of the heart , wherby the heart 
' without repining ſubicQs it ſelfe ro 
the will of God inall things. Plal. 4.4. 
Examine your hearts upon your bed 
be ſtill And 37.7.be ſilent to Tchous. 
Thirdly , if God be thus paticnt to- 
wards men, we againe mult be patient 
que towards another:as Paul ſaith,for- , _ ——_ 
beare one another,and forgiue one an- Col.zaz, 
other,as God for Chrilts ſake forgaue 
you. The faith of the mercifull pati- 
ence of, God cannot bur breede and 
bring foorth in ys paticnce and long 
a 
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ſuffering in regard of anger and re 
ucnge. 
Laſtly,in that God calls vs ro luati. 
on with great patience, we mult ſuffer 
our ſelues robe called, and runne the 
race of our ſaluation with like pati- 
ence. VWemuſt hcarc the word and 
bring forth fruit with patience. We 
muſt pray without fairiting and with- 
cur taking repulfe as the woman of 
Canaan did: and therefore with pati- 
ence. Our hope muſt be by patience and 
che cofort of the ſcriptures, Ina word, 
we cannot obtaine the promiſes with. 
out patience, + 

The fifth and1aſt point to be conſt 
dered is, what is meant by the children 
of Hicruſalem. I anſwere tt thus, Chil 
dren i (cripture are taken 4. wales. 
Firſt, fore are children by generatt» 
on: ot themread Luke the 3. chapter, 
where a long genealogic is ſetdowne 


from Adam to Chriſt. Secondly, ſome 


— 
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arc called children by adoption with- 


out generation , Michal , that neuer , .._, 
bare child to her death, is /azato beare wmas. | 


fie to Aariet: becauſe ſhee did adopt 
his children, and bring them vp as her 
owne. Thirdly, ſome arecalled chil- 
dren in mm of /egall ſucceſ5ion in 


title tothisor chatthing . Thus Zede- .xing.u445 


chias who indeed was yncle to Ichoa- 
kim , is ſaid be the ſonne of Tehoakims: 
becauſc he did ſucceed Tehoakim , (as 
becing the next of the blood) inthe 


kingdome . Ieconias or Conias was teraz4o: * 
childleſſe:and yet he is ſaid to beges $a. mn 


{athrel: becauſe Salathicl , was to ſuc- 
cecd himinthe kingdome of Iuda, in 
thathe wasrbenext of Dauids houſe. 
Laſtly,men, in that they appertaine to 
any thing or place, as childcendoeto 
their parents, arecalled children there- 
of. Thus men are called children of 
light of darkeneſſe of ſine , of wrath. 
Thus Hicrulalemis called the devgh- 
ger 
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ter of Sron. And inthistexteinzens, the 
inhabitants of Hicruſaem, 2rQcalled 
the children thereof. . | 

Thus much of the Rebellion of Tee 
ruſalem:now fullowesthe puriſhment 
in theſe words: Beheliyonr habitations 
ſhall be left unto you atſolate: orthus, 
your houſe, thatis,both cittieand rem. 
ple(as it is inthe next chapter) ſhall be 
left vnto you as a wilderncfle, 

Here we muſt 6rſt obſerue that the 
punfhinec of Ieruſales rebelhon isa de. 
creed deſolation both of citic 8 Teple. 
And the right conſideration of it is of 

eat vie . For this deſolation 1sas it 
werealooking glafle to this our En- 
gliſh nation,tn which we may fcc our 
tature condition; except we repelit of 
our vnthanketulneſle ro God for his 
mercies,and ſhewe berter fraits of che 

oſpell, chen commonly we doc . The 
old worldlittic regatded the miniſtery 
of Nohethe preacher of OI 
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and was deſtroyed by an vniverſall 
flood. Ir is agenerall decree of God, = 
The Uentiles and kingdomes that will fem 
not ſerue thee ſhall periſh, and be uiter- 
ty deſtroyed If God ſpare not the natu- 
rall branches, he will much lefle ſpare 
vs that are but wild branches, it we | 
negle&t & lightly cſteeme the goſpel of 
lite,as men cuery where comonly doe. ; [3 # 
| Secondly the deſolation of Hieruſa- | "0 
lem may be a glaſle to cuery one a- 
mong vs, who in theſe daies of Gods 
mercitull viſitation -ſers the miniſterie 
ofthe goſpel] at naught ,orlightly res 
ſpeAs15;for valeſle ſuch perſons amend 
and that betime , ytter defolation will 
$ bcfall both chem and their families. 
God hath paſſed his ſentence, they thas 
withdrawe themſetues from God ſhall 
periſh. Nowe they withdrawe thern- 
felues from God, that cannot abide to 
haue fcllawſhip with him io his word, 
andtobring themſclues in ſubieftion 
44) Mr thereto, 


Plal7327. 


5%. 8 
DOB” 
l a. 4 . tes og = . . * 
4 % + w : 1 vs 
—Y «4 is " ; * 
. 


378 
thereto. Thirdly ,it appeares hence by 


Of mans free will, 


thecontrarie, that the ſtabilitic of all 


* kingdomes ſtands inthe” obedience of 


the goſpell of Chriſt : for Gods king- 
domeis moſt ſure and ſtable , againſt 
which nothing can preuaile. And whe 
the Goſpell isobeyedin any kingdom, 
it is (as1t were) toundedia the king- 
dome of Gad. 

Morecouce this deſolation. is both 
perpetuall and terrible:it is perpetuall, 
that is,tothe aſt iudgement . For Hie- 
rualem muſt be trode ynder footc, 87/1 
the time of the Gentiles be fatfillea, and 
thatis, ull there be fignes in the ſunne 
and moane,and the powers of heaucn 
be ſhaken; and thatis immediately be- 


farcthe haſt jiudgement. Hence I gather *' 


that there is no cittie of Hicruſalem 


nor Termplenow ſtanding. It willbe 


faid,that ſince the-deſtruRtion thereof 
they might have beene reedified,. I an- 
ſwer, by reaſon of thiscurſe of Godiit 
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cannot ſo be. Three too. and 3o.yeres 


after the deark of Chriſt, the Iewes by ,.... 
the leaue and helpe of Tulian the —Wemgg w_ 


perour,wentabout to build againtheir 
temple and cirtic, but their worke was 
oncrthirowne , and they hindred by 
thunder & lightening , 8 earthquakes, 
and many of them {hine hands: A- 
gaine it may be ſaid,that there isacitty 
now ſtanding that is called Hicruſals 
I anſwer, it is cicher Hieruſalem in his 
ruines;or the cittic Berhara, fenſed ind 


' walled by Elius Adrianus. Secondly by 


this it appeares, that'the warres that 
were made heretofore for the recoue- 
tic of the Holy land, and of Teruſalem, 
were in vaine. Thiscnterprize was the 
pollicie of the Pope that he might 
the betrer ſeate himſelfe in Europe. 
And there was little good to beloo« 
ked for in the place that God bad 
accurſcd with perpetuall deſolation. 
Thirdly by this1t appears, that pilgri- 
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13s Of man1freewill, - 
mages made ro-the Holyland areſu- 
perſtitious, And laſtly I gather cnce, 


- that Antichriſt ſhall nor raigne 10 the 


Templear Ieruſalem. Thisis buta por 
piſh fiction. For how is it poſsible for. 
him to fic ina Temple, that is viterly 
deſtroicd, in ſuch forr , that ſtone doth 
not lic vpon ſtone. Icisobiefted, that 


Antichriſt ſhall deſtroy the twopro- 


phets of God 2# the Citie invobich 
Chriſt was crucified. anſ{wer,Chriſt is 
as well crucified in his members as in 
his own perſon:8 thus he was 8 1s ſtil 
crucified in Rome: and in reſpe&of 
his members more crucified in Rome 
then in Terulalem. 

Againe, this deſolation was moſt 
terrible, andthe tribulation thereof ſo 
greatthat the like was ncucr ſince the 
beginning of the world. Hiſtories 
written thereof declare as much. For 
the citic was at the firſt beſtegedby the 
armic of Titus Veſpaſianus, callcd the 
Aborination of delolation, and it was 
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withal compaſſed with a wall that had - 
13. caftlesin it ro command the whole 
citic. In che time ofthe ſiege.the Iewes 
were oppreſſed with a grieuous fa- 
mine: in which their foode was olde 
ſhooes,old leather,old hay,8 the dung 
of beaſts. There dicd partly of the 
(word, 8 partly ofthe famine anelcue 
hundred thouſand of the poorer ſort: 
ewo thouſand in one night were im- 
bowcllcd aliuc : fixe thouſand were 
burncdin aporch ofthe Temple: the 
whole citie was ſacked and burnt, and 
hidleuellrothe ground: and nintic ſeas. 
uen thouſand taken captiues,and tobe 
applicd to baſe and miſerable ſervice. 


This horrible deſolation,muſt teach vs : / 


co dread and feare God, and to yeeld 
vnfained ſubieRion to Chriſt, And as 


the pſalmiſt faith,gokiſſe he ſonne leaſt <IER 


he be angrie and we periſh inthe way, 
when his wrath (ball ſuddenly burne. 

Touching this deſolationthere be 
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19232 Ofmansfreewill,” 
three things doneby Chriſt. Firſthe 
determines it,ſaying,Towr hos ſe ſhal be 
left untoyou ac folate. Hence I gather 
thatthere is a prouidence of God,tou- 
ching things that come to paſlc.” Thar 
is one point. The ſeconds, that the di- 
fpolttion of kingdomes for the begin- 
ning,continuance, and ende, is of God. 
The God of heazen (laith Cyrus) bath 


 giuenmeall thekingaoms of the world. 


And Danielto Nabuchadnezzar , The 
God of heagen bath giaen thee king- 
dome, power anazlorie, And thehand- 
writing vpon the wall in the fight of 
Baltaſher was tothiscfle& , Thy king- 
dome is nambered;for continuance of 


; yeares: #f is waighed and found hight in 


reſpet ofthe ſtancs of rhe people: and 
it 1s deniaed tothe Medes 8 Perſians. 
This muſt teach all-good ſubieQts in 
England, tolifr vptheir hearts to God, 
for the continuance of peace and pro» 


tetiontothis Church and land. - 
py Ss 
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Secondly,Chriſt reucales the defolae 
tioa of Hicruſalemand that certainely: 
yca, hEderermines the very particular 
time. This generation (laith hc) ſhall 
pot paſse till all theſe things be fafil- 
fed; And according to this reuelation 
& prediction of Chrit,al things came 
topaſſe . For within the compaſlc of 
40.ycarecafter it wasdeſtroied. Hence 
I gacher that this goſpel] of Matthew 
and the reſt arerhe very word of God, 
on this manner . That which forctells 
particular things to come certainely 8 
rrucly,is of God: butthe goſpelsfore- 
tcll particular things to comecertatoly 
andtruely,asinthisplace weſcexhere, 
fore it is of God. | [1240530 

Thirdly andlaſtly, Chriſt labours to: 
bring the Iewesto a ſerious contidera- 
tion of their puniſhment, whehe faith, 


Beho{d, For he doth as ic were takerthe- 


by the hand, and bring them ro apre-: 


| ſntvicw oftheir mileric And thus he 


hath 
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hath alwaics dcalt with his peop 
the beginning, Yea thus bedealtwith 


Adam before his tall, when he faide, 1 


they cate the forbidaen fruit in dhing 
thow ſvalt die. This ſctious confiderati. 
on of deſerued puniſhments, is of greae 
vie; Ic is-an occaſion of repentance to 
many. -It is ameanes, ifnotof repen- 
tance, yet of reſtraint of oper vices, A. 
gaiac, the conſiderationof cucrlaſting 

miſhments, is a meanes to make vs 
patiemly beare leſſer croſſes that befall 
vs iathislife, And therefore 1t wereto 
be wiſhed, thatms now a daics would 
friouſly thinke and ſpcake of hell, and 
of the paines:thereof, For then there 


; would be more amendmec then there 


is. But this good ishindercd partly by 
blindnes-of minde, andpartly by falſe 
imaginations, that the judgements and 


puntſhments of God may caſily be c- 


ſcaped, 
| DEO GLORIA. 
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